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Event Schedule 
 
 

Recycling 
 

October 9, 2024 
 
 

City Council Meeting 
 

October  15, 2024 
6:00 PM 

 
City  Council Budget  

Workshop 
 

5:00 PM  
October 15, 2024 

  
 
 

Recycling 
 

October 23, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 

It is important that 
you call to locate  
utilities BEFORE 

YOU DIG – call Go-
pher State One at  
1-800-252-1166 or  

651-454-0002  

 

 

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 17.  

Key agenda items addressed included the following: 

2025 Preliminary Budget – The 2025 preliminary budget and levy were certified by the City 

Council as required by state law.  A City Council workshop was scheduled for October 15
th
 

prior to the regular October City Council meeting to discuss the 2025 forecasted budget 

needs in more detail.  A public hearing will be scheduled for residents to provide feedback 

prior to the City Council adopting its final 2025 budget and levy in December.               

Accounting/Financial Manager Transition – Abdo Financial Services, in collaboration with 

City staff, initiated the financial  management transition in August and September through 

timely addressing of payroll and payment of claims as required per City Council. Abdo will 

continue to facilitate the transition over the next 30 days.  

Comprehensive Plan – After considerable effort by both staff and Council members over 

several months, the City’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan was formally adopted by resolution 

following  approval by the Metropolitan Council. The 2040 Plan provides policy goals and 

standards to guide the City’s future land use development and redevelopment.            

Potable Water Study – As part of the City’s mission to provide safe, reliable drinking water 

to its customers, the City Council discussed the submittal of a grant application, with the as-

sistance of SEH (City’s Consulting Engineer), to the Minnesota Department of Health. The 

purpose of the grant application will be to pursue funding to continue to monitor PFAS and 

study potential treatment options for this “emerging contaminant” if needed in the future. The 

Council agreed to work with SEH to refine the scope of the study and consider submittal of 

the grant application at its October Council meeting.                

City Hall Options – The assessment of potential options continues to move forward with 

SEH (City’s Consulting Engineer) developing updated cost estimates for rehabilitation of City 

Hall and updated cost estimates for building a new City Hall. These updated estimates will 

be presented and discussed at the October City Council meeting.   

Vacant City Council Position – Mike Thron, multiple term City Council member, resigned 

his position effective September 16
th.  

 Mike and his family recently moved from the City of 

Lakeland. On behalf of the City, I would like to thank Mike for his multiple years of service, 

commitment to the community, and principled leadership. Mike will be missed by Lakeland 

residents and the City Council. Per consultation with the League of Minnesota Cities, the City 

Council plans to fill this vacant position by appointment after the upcoming November gen-

eral election. Residents interested in being considered for this vacant City Council position 

(term ending in December 2026) are encouraged to submit a brief letter of interest to 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us.                   

City Clerk Evaluation and Personnel Committee – As part of the recent performance eval-

uation process, the City Council directed the Personnel Committee to develop quantitative 

and qualitative performance goals, update the Clerk’s job description and conduct more fre-

quent reviews.  Council Member, Geri Wagner, agreed to join the Personnel Committee with 

Mayor Craggs and undertake these tasks.           

Robert Craggs                          
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Valley Library Events and Important Dates  
The Library will be closed Wednesday October 9

th
 for Staff Train-

ing. 
Did you know that Washington County Library celebrates our teen 
patrons throughout the entire month of October with special Teen-
Tober programming and events? Go to https://
www.washcolib.org/255/TeenTober for more information. 
The Washington County Environmental Center is planning a Hal-
loween Costume swap on Wednesday October 2

nd
 4:00-6:00pm 

at the South Environmental Center in Cottage Grove. Stop by to 
shop for free, gently-used costumes. More information can be 
found at https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?
AID=4020  
Washington County Library has partnered with the library communi-
ties throughout the seven-county Twin Cities metro area, MELSA, 
to present the Fall series of Club Book. Join us for an evening with 
best-selling and award-winning national and regional authors. Many 
of this fall’s events will be virtual programs accessible through Fa-
cebook Live. Go to https://www.clubbook.org/ for more information. 
For Adults: Tuesday October 8

th
 3:00-5:00 at Valley Library. Join 

us for an Introduction to Oil Painting with Landscapes presented by 
eHolt Art. Learn to use oil paints in this easy and colorful painting 
class held at the Valley Library. Unlike acrylic paint, which most 
painters currently use, oil painting has unique characteristics that 
cannot be captured using acrylic mediums. Your instructor, Erin 
Holt, will teach you how to work with this enchanting material in this 
accessible and introductory class. No previous painting experience 
is necessary. All materials are provided - simply bring an interest in 
oil painting and a creative spirit. Registration is required https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/13140273  
The Washington County Library Fall Series Organize Your Life con-
tinues in October. On Saturday October 12

th
 11:00-12:30 at Valley 

Library join us for Organizing Important Documents for Emergen-
cies. Instructor Aimee Olson will teach attendees which ten docu-
ments are most important to organize and have easily available in 
case of an unforeseen life event, such as a medical emergency or 
the passing of a loved one. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/12514158  
For Kids: Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  
Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library.  
Monday, October 21st 10:30-11:00  Music and Movement Sto-
rytime. Join us for a special storytime featuring music and creative 
movement!  
Saturday, October 19th  11:00-1:00  Kid Builders 
Come to the Library and see what you can build with your creative 
ideas & engineering skills! Drop in anytime between 11:00 am and 
1:00 pm to build with LEGO, Magna-Tiles, and more. No registra-
tion required   Ages 3+   
Thursday, October 17

th
  4:00  Raptors of Minnesota    

With hooked beaks, excellent eyesight, sharp talons, and strong 
legs and feet, raptors rule the sky. Meet some of Minnesota’s most 
amazing birds of prey during a Wildlife Science Center presentation 
at Valley Library, which includes live hawks and owls.  
Week of October 14-19

th
   Monthly STEM Challenge 

Stop by Valley Library during the week of October 14 - October 19 
and try our monthly STEM challenge! October’s Challenge:  Build 
the tallest tower using just 12 straws and tape! All supplies are pro-
vided, and there will be a clipboard to log your results. Ages 5+   

: Scavenger Hunt – October Theme:  Football      Find images 
throughout the library and win a prize.  

 
 

 
•In Minnesota, you can register to vote online, by 

mail, by, or in person on the election day! 

•  General Election Tuesday, November 5, 2024 

•The City of Lakeland local election will include the 

following municipal offices:  

• Mayor (2-year term) 2024-2025   

•     Council Member (4-year term) 2024-2027                                                                     

•  Council Member (4-year term) 2024-2027 

•Polling Place for Lakeland 

•LAKELAND CITY HALL 

690 QUINNELL AVE N 

LAKELAND, MN 55043  

•Open from 7:00 am thru 8:00 pm 

•As long as you're in line by 8 p.m., you can vote, 

even if you do not reach the front of the line 

until after 8 p.m.   

The City of Lakeland has one open vacancy on 

the City Council. If you would be interested in 

filling the vacancy:  

- Send a note of interest Including your name 

address and reason for interest in serving on 

the Council. to Lakeland City Offices 1190 St 

Croix Trail S. Lakeland, MN 55043 - or, 

email:city@ci.lakeland.mn.us  

- or, drop your note of interest the utility pay 

box next to the front door at City offices 1190 

St Croix Trail S.  

https://www.washcolib.org/255/TeenTober
https://www.washcolib.org/255/TeenTober
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=4020
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=4020
https://www.clubbook.org/
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13140273
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13140273
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12514158
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12514158
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Erika Rivers—I am a nonprofit executive with two college-aged 
children, who we raised in the Lakeland community after we 
moved here from northern Minnesota in 2011. When we relocat-
ed here, we could have moved anywhere in the cities for our 
jobs, and we chose Lakeland for the small-town vibe, great 
schools, and friendly community. I would now like to serve the 
wonderful community that has provided so well for our family as 
a council member. My priorities as a council member will be en-
suring fiscal responsibility, caring for our parks and public spac-
es, making our City accessible for all people, and asking critical 
questions that center our residents’ perspectives in decision-
making. I have three decades of professional experience in plan-
ning, budgeting, and managing teams and more than a decade 
of leadership experience in large and small organizations. I ask 
for your vote to bring this experience and passion for our commu-
nity to the City Council. Thank you. 

James Riley— In 2023, I made the exciting move to the City of 
Lakeland, drawn in by its small-town, family-oriented charm. I 
immediately experienced the deep-rooted sense of community 
from my neighbors and quickly appreciated the City’s close-knit 
atmosphere. As a City Councilmember, I believe I can effectively 
address the concerns of our residents and work collaboratively to 
enhance our community. My pragmatic approach to problem-
solving allows me to tackle the challenges we face with a clear 
and balanced perspective. I believe this mindset not only en-
hances my ability to engage with our community but also makes 
me a strong candidate for City Council, dedicated to fostering 
measured and positive change. I’m eager to bring my skills to 
City Council, where I can help ensure that our beloved City con-
tinues to thrive for all current and future residents. 

Taylor Vaillancourt - I moved to Lakeland from SSP in 1983 

with my wife Rhonda of 42 years and our 1 year old daughter for 

a better life, it was, and I want to help preserve that now. I was in 

the USAF out of high school, went to Law Enforcement School 

but stayed on my job with the Met Council as an operating engi-

neer for 42 years retiring Jan 2020. I feel with more free time I 

can serve Lakeland finally, I have been involved with city politics 

off and on over the years especially during my time as a part time 

employee at Beanies for 20 years. I received extensive training 

working with groups at the Council as a contract negotiator and 

Labor/Mgmt rep, I hear the word consensus building being used 

recently, I know and lived consensus methodology for years, our 

present Council is not a consensus building group,  

 Meet the Candidates 
 
Geri Wagner - My name is Geri (Gerardette) Wagner, a 
St.Croix Valley lifetime resident. I am a semi-retired RN who 
has worked as a CEO for Homecare and Hospice compa-
nies. My children and grandchildren live in the valley and 
my son has been a Firefighter/EMT for the Lower St.Croix 
Valley Fire Department for eight years. 
  I am interested in the open city council position. I am confi-
dent the following experiences make me an excellent fit for 
this position and will highlight my strong listening, communi-
cating, and problem-solving abilities: 
 I was nominated to be the Minnesota representative for the 
CMS (Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services) Medi-
care and Medicaid advisory group for eight years. I met with 

six other states quarterly to discuss questions, clarifications, 
and concerns of home care agencies across the State. 
I am experienced in lobbying at the state capital and work-
ing with state employees on legislation. I did this work as a 
member of the Minnesota Homecare Association. As a life-
long learner and Registered Nurse with a master's degree in 
Management and Administration, I have a strong passion 

for helping to represent and advocate for others. I believe 
that we should help to bring individual and family concerns 
and ideas forward to help continually improve our communi-
ty for our current and future community members.  
 

Robert Craggs - As a candidate for Mayor of Lakeland, I 
offer the background, experience, and community focus  to 
continue to move the City forward.  Over the last four years 
as a City Council Member and, most recently as the Acting 
Mayor, I have worked with the City staff and Council to be a 
“good steward” of the City’s financial resources on behalf of 
Lakeland residents, while meeting local services’ needs – 
roads/streets maintenance, storm debris management, 

beach upgrades, safe drinking water and public safety 
(e.g., fire and police).   
My wife and I have been Lakeland residents for nearly 
28 years and our daughter attended  District 834 
schools, including Afton-Lakeland Elementary School. I 
have worked in private business for more than three dec-
ades assisting clients with their environmental and renewa-
ble energy challenges.  I have worked in private business 
for more than three decades assisting clients with their envi-
ronmental and renewable energy challenges.  
My commitment to the Valley Community is also reflected in 
my work with the Lower St Croix Valley Community Founda-
tion. The Foundation, with support from Valley residents, 
the cities, and the county, led the reconstruction of the bike 
trail and provided the outdoor community shelter located 
near the tennis/pickleball courts at Afton-Lakeland Elemen-
tary School. 
My goals for the City going forward include improving our 
responsiveness to residents’ concerns and ensuring reliabil-
ity in providing local services. The City of Lakeland is a 
“special place” where residents enjoy the many benefits of 
being part of the larger Twin City metro area, own benefits 
of quiet, safe neighborhoods near good schools and out-
door amenities (e.g., bike path, parks, river) where families 
can thrive.  
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The National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®) an-
nounced “Smoke alarms: make them work for you! as 
the official theme for Fire Prevention Week October 6–12, 2024 
“Smoke alarms can make a life-saving difference in a home fire, but 
they have to be working in order to deliver the needed protection. 
Having working smoke alarms in the home reduces the risk of dying 
in a home fire by more than half (54 percent). However, roughly three 
out of five fire deaths occur in homes with either no smoke alarms or 
no working smoke alarms. More than one-third (38 percent) of home 
fire deaths result from fires in which no smoke alarms are present. 
“People tend to remove smoke alarm batteries or dismantle them al-
together when they don’t know how to fix the issue. These actions put 
them at serious risk in the event of a home fire,” said Carli. “This 
year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign gives people the tools and 
know-how to keep their smoke alarms in working order.” 
Key messages for this year’s Fire Prevention Week theme, “Smoke 
alarms: Make them work for you!” include the following: 
Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleep-
ing area (like a hallway), and on each level (including the basement) 
of the home. 
Make sure smoke alarms meet the needs of all family members, in-
cluding those with sensory or physical disabilities. 
Test smoke alarms at least once a month by pushing the test button. 
Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old or don’t re-
spond when tested. 
To learn more about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s theme, 
“Smoke alarms: Make them work for you!” visit fpw.org. . 

Belwin Events: 

Donor & Volunteer Appreciation Open Hiking 

Saturday, October 12 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Belwin Education Site 
As a Belwin supporter, you’ve helped us protect na-
tive habitats and keep them healthy for everyone to 
experience. To say thanks, we’re once again open-
ing the 300-acre Education Site for two Saturdays 
of open hiking, just for our donors and volun-
teers. On top of self-guided hiking through this bio-
diverse site, there will be an opportunity to visit the 
site of the future Peter J. King Family Foundation 
Wetlands Center. Bring a friend! No RSVP neces-
sary. 

The Joy of Fall 

October 13, 2024 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Savanna Center 
Cost: $10, $18, or $25 (sliding scale) 
Please join us for a delightful afternoon fall hike at 
our restored savanna. We will saunter through the tall 
grasses, listen for migrating birds, smell the plants 
and their seeds and so much more! Dress for the 
weather and bring your binoculars. This outing will be 
sure to please on every level. 
Led by Lynette Anderson, Belwin's expert Interpretive 
Naturalist/Restoration Specialist. 
Moderate difficulty. 
 
Pentimento: Helen Allison Savanna Gallery 
Hours 

October 17 - November 17 
Gallery Hours: Thursday, Friday and Sunday 
12 pm - 4 pm 
Artist Reception: October 20 from 12 pm - 4 
pm 
Savanna Center 795 Indian Trail Afton, MN 
55001 
Pentimento: Helen Allison Savanna, is an intimate 
portrait in photography and film by artist Regina M 
Flanagan of a rare and treasured landscape on the 
Anoka Sandplain north of the Twin Cities that is chal-
lenged by encroaching ex-urban development.  
Regina M Flanagan is an artist, writer and landscape 
architect living in Saint Paul, Minnesota. For over 30 
years, she has photographed the Helen Allison Sa-
vanna with vintage film cameras and more recently, 
digital cameras. Her work has been featured in over 
90 exhibitions nationally and internationally and col-
lections including the Minnesota Historical Society. In 
2014 and 2020, she was awarded Minnesota State 
Arts Board Artist Initiative Grants. 
The show Pentimento: Helen Allison Savanna will 
be on view at the Savanna Center at 795 Indian Trail 
S. Afton, MN 55001 from October 17th - November 
17th. Gallery hours are Thursday, Friday, and Sun-
day from 12pm - 4pm. 

Snow season is just around the corner!  

The following are criteria that are used to determine when 

or if snow control operations will start:  

1. Snow accumulations of 2” or more  

2. Drifting of snow that causes travel problems  

3. Icy conditions  

4. Time of snowfall  

During or after a snow event, please keep the following infor-

mation in mind:  

1. There shall be no parking on city streets for 48 hours after a 

snowfall unless the city streets have been cleared of snow prior 

to 48 hours.  

2. Pushing snow across or onto a public street is prohibited by 

Minnesota State Statute. Please keep your snow on your prop-

erty.  

Fire Hydrant Flushing  

The Lakeland Water Department will be flushing hydrants starting on 

October 14, 2024 

Flushing is done every fall to remove deposits that build up in the wa-

ter lines over the summer. Fire hydrants are inspected and main-

tained at the same time.  

Flushing creates a disturbance in the water mains, sometimes caus-

ing water discoloration. Anyone experiencing water discoloration last-

ing longer a day should call City Hall at (651) 436-4430  



O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-248-5103 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Doug Sand  dsands@cityoflakeland.us (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Mike Thron: mthron@ci.lakeland.mn.us or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-

4430 

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-

4430 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Gary Kriesel: (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Mark Wiens  -  (651) 296-4244   
email:rep.mark.wiens@house.mn.gov     

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by River Valley Printing 


