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Event Schedule 
 
 

Recycling 
 

November 6, 2024 
 

City Office Closed 
 

November 11. 2024 
 

Veteran’s Day 
 
 

City Council Meeting 
 

November 19, 2024 
6:00 PM 

 
  
 

Recycling 
 

November 20, 2024 
 
 

City Office Closed  
 

November 28, & 29, 
2024 

 
Thanksgiving 

 
 
 

 

 

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 15.  Prior to the regu-

lar City Council meeting, a budget workshop was held with City Council members, the City Clerk and the 

Abdo Financial Solutions project manager.    

Budget Workshop – The purpose of the workshop was to review the forecasted financial impact of the 

preliminary levy on Lakeland homeowners and review available reserve funds in conjunction with potential 

upcoming capital projects (e.g., Quinnell Ave, reconstruction).  Abdo provided a written budget memoran-

dum addressing these issues.  Council members found the information to be very informative.       

Key City Council meeting agenda items addressed included the following: 

Computer Server Upgrade – The City’s current hardware needs replaced and the software upgraded to 

continue to effectively serve the community.  The Council considered two proposals to provide these ser-

vices and approved the proposal from Computer Integration Technologies, our current service provider.            

Water Utility SCADA Upgrade – Similarly, Water Plant #1 SCADA system needs replaced and the soft-

ware upgraded. Because this system was custom built by Total Control Systems, Inc. (TCS), the most pru-

dent option was to work directly with TCS  for this upgrade.  The City Council approved this option to com-

plete the upgrade with oversight from People Service, our water utility operator.                       

Water Rate Analysis – The People Service project manager provided a summary of a preliminary water 

rates’ analysis completed at the request of the City.  The purpose of the study was not to specifically identi-

fy rate increases, but to identify best practices including, but not limited to establishing and maintaining a 

reserve fund equal to 6 months of operating expenses. Following the upcoming election of new Council 

members, the City Council will revisit the financial analysis and determine the need for rate adjustments.                   

City Hall Options – The assessment of potential options continued to move forward with SEH (City’s Con-

sulting Engineer) presenting updated cost estimates for rehabilitation of City Hall and updated cost esti-

mates for building a new City Hall. The updated information accounts for cost adjustments in labor and 

supplies since the previous estimates were completed in 2021.  Following the upcoming election of new 

Council members, the City Council will revisit these options with updated information and, with additional 

input from the community, determine a path forward.                      

Planning Commission – Over the last 12 to 18 months, several residents have expressed an interest in 

creating a planning commission composed of residents.  Currently, the City Council, as a whole, serves as 

the City’s Planning Commission per City ordinance that became effective in 2015. Prior to this timeframe, 

the Planning Commission was composed of residents appointed by the City Council. The benefits of mak-

ing such a change include reducing Council workload through a more streamlined process to review land 

use issues, as well as providing an opportunity for more citizen involvement with City issues. The Council 

will consider whether a change from the current structure is preferred.                         

Robert Craggs - Mayor  

The City of Lakeland has one open vacancy on the City Council. If you would be interested in filling the 
vacancy:  
- Send a note of interest Including your name address and reason for interest in serving on the Council. to 
Lakeland City Offices 1190 St Croix Trail S. Lakeland, MN 55043 - or, email: city @ci.lakeland.mn.us - or, 
drop your note of interest the utility pay box next to the front door at City offices 1190 St Croix Trail S.  
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•In Minnesota, you can register to vote online, by 

mail, by, or in person on the election day! 

•  General Election Tuesday, November 5, 2024 

•The City of Lakeland local election will include the 

following municipal offices:  

• Mayor (2-year term) 2024-2025   

•     Council Member (4-year term) 2024-2027                                                                     

•  Council Member (4-year term) 2024-2027 

•Polling Place for Lakeland 

•LAKELAND CITY HALL 

690 QUINNELL AVE N 

LAKELAND, MN 55043  

•Open from 7:00 am thru 8:00 pm 

•As long as you're in line by 8 p.m., you can vote, 

even if you do not reach the front of the line 

until after 8 p.m.   

 

USPS Postal Corner 

Did you know? 

Holiday stamps are now in stock at the 

Lakeland Post Office! New Holiday de-

signs include Winter Whimsy featuring 

four unique snowflake designs in assort-

ed colors; Holiday Joy features vintage ornaments, snow-

flakes, and poinsettias; and the newly-designed Madonna and 

Child. We do have a limited stock of Snow Globes and Holi-

day Elves from last Holiday Season also. Come visit us in the 

Lakeland Village strip mall to check out our unique selection of 

stamps. 

A Postal Carrier’s Creed 

As the Minnesota winter is coming near, 

One may wonder, what will be this year? 

We all know it creates a mess 

But your friendly Mail Carrier would appreciate your best 

By shoveling out your mailbox from bottom to top 

To ensure our trucks can safely come to a stop 

So please help us be safe on our Route 

If we can’t get to your box, your mail might not go out! 

–Written by USPS Carrier Amy W. 

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM THE LOWER ST CROIX  

VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

BURNING OF LEAVES AND GARDEN VEGETATION IS 

STRICTLY PROHIBITED IN THE FIVE CITY AREA. 

Recreational fires are allowed with logs greater than 3” in diame-

ter—but burning of brush and leaves in a recreational fire is not 

allowed. 

For questions, please contact Chief Jim Stanley at 651-248-5103. 

The Food Scraps Pickup Program is currently available to all 
residents of the following municipalities: 
 
Learn More – Food Scraps Pickup Program  
 
 Washington County: Afton, Bayport, Baytown Township, Birch-
wood, Cottage Grove, Dellwood, Denmark Township, Grant, Grey 
Cloud Island Township, Lake Elmo, Lake St. Croix Beach, Lake-
land Shores, Lakeland, Landfall, Mahtomedi, Newport, Oak Park 
Heights, Oakdale, Pine Springs, St. Mary's Point, St. Paul Park, 
Stillwater, Stillwater Township, West Lakeland Township, Willernie, 
Woodbury 

 

https://foodscrapspickup.com/pages/learn-more
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 MINNESOTA COLD WEATHER RULE:  

In effect OCTOBER 1 through APRIL 30, 2024 

Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule (CWR) is a state 

law that protects residential utility customers from 

having electric or natural gas service shut off be-

tween October 1 and April 30. To protect your ser-

vice from disconnection you must make and keep 

a payment plan that you and your utility agree on. 

The utility must offer a payment plan that is rea-

sonable for your household’s financial circum-

stances. If you receive a disconnection notice, you 

must act immediately to protect yourself. For more 

information, please call CenterPoint Energy at 

(612) 372-4727  or toll-free at 800-245-2377.  

Excel Energy Residential Customer Service Mon-

day-Friday: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. CST Saturday: 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. CST  - 800-895-4999 

 

Lakeland Public Works and Water Utility:  
 
The month of November has come upon us as it 
seems too quickly. That means we have to start 
thinking about winter freezing weather and snow.  
A number of water customers have requested win-
ter shut offs already as well as a large number of 
curbstop locates for fall work needing to be done 
before frost. If you have not called for water 
turnoffs and know you will need to, please call the 
water department at  (651)436-8044 to schedule 
an appointment.  
 
Winter parking ban citywide goes into effect No-
vember 1st. No parking is allowed between 1am 
and 6am any night through March 1st 2024. Also 
no parking during or after a snowfall for 48 hours. 
Please be mindful of these times as it makes it dif-
ficult for our plowing crew as well as affecting your 
neighbors.  
 
When clearing snow from driveways or parking lots 
it is illegal to put snow into the street or plow snow 
across the street to the opposite side. Last winter 
this caused a number of problems for our plow 
trucks.  
 
One last request if you have a fire hydrant in your 
front yard please do your best to clear the snow 
and ice away from it so that it is easily accessible if 
it is needed over the winter.  

Commercial and Residential Invited: 

What: Annual Fire Extinguisher Re-

charging 

Where: Lower St Croix Valley Fire De-

partment 

When: Tuesday, December 3 from 

9:00 am to Noon 

By: Bill Becker Fire & Safety 

Cost: Varies and Paid directly to  

Vendor 

tel:6123724727
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 Valley Library Events and Important Dates  
 
Library Closures: Monday November 11th for Veterans Day, Thursday November 28th and Friday November 29th in ob-
servance of the Thanksgiving holiday 

Did you know that the Washington County Libraries has designated Valley Library as a pilot for our new Extended Access pro-
gram? This pilot program will grant a limited number of Washington County Library card holders access to the Valley Library 7 
days a week from 6:00am to 10:00pm. You can learn more about the Extended Access pilot program, including how to apply to 
participate, at https://www.washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access  

For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4
th
 Thursday of every month PLEASE NOTE THE 

CHANGE OF DATE TO ACCOMMODATE FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. This book club meets in person in the Valley 
Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday December 5th meeting is “Under the Wide and Starry Sky” by 
Nancy Horan. Copies are available to borrow at the Valley branch. 

Washington County Library Virtual Events: The Washington County Library Fall Series Organize Your Life wraps up on Novem-
ber 18

th
 6:00-7:30pm with a virtual event, The Empty Nest: Right-Size Your Home. Instructor Aimee Olson will teach attendees 

how to start looking towards the future, rethink the spaces in their homes, and how those spaces need to function going forward. 
Attendees will learn and discuss planning for life transitions, such as downsizing, aging-in-place, or the passing of a loved one. 
Everyone will receive a rightsizing checklist and a handout with favorite local donation resources. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/12905370 
 
Tuesday November 5 6:00-7:30pm Improving E-Mails and E-News. Join an online event to learn how to make your email use 
more effective. Register at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12699789  
 
Tuesday November 12 6:30-7:30pm Setting up a Small Business website. This workshop, presented by Keer Keer Creative, 
walks  you through the steps needed to start a new business website or blog. Registration link found at https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/12816995  
 
Wednesday November 13 1:00-2:30pm Short Form Content 101. Discover the art of creating viral content on platforms like Tik-
Tok and Instagram. Register at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13236957  
 
Tuesday November 19 6:30-7:30pm SEO and Optimizing Your Website for Google. This class teaches you SEO principles as 
well as explaining the Google Algorithm and how to build a website that Google will index. Register at https://washcolib.libcal.com/
event/12817012  
 
Tuesday November 26 6:30-7:30 TikTok Advertising and Marketing. Learn how to create and promote high-quality TikTok videos 
as well as how to measure your success. Registration link found at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12817035  
 
 

For Kids:  Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each 
week we'll read stories and sing songs that focus on strengthening early literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together 
as we sing, talk, read, write, and play ...at storytime! This storytime is for children of all ages and their caregivers. 

Monday, November 18 10:30-11:00  Music and Movement Storytime 
Join us for a special storytime featuring music and creative movement! This storytime is great for practicing gross motor skills, 
listening skills, and social skills – all while having fun. 
 
Thursday, November 14   6:00 pm – Pajama Storytime 
Come in your pajamas and bring your favorite blanket/ stuffie for stories, songs and movement to support literacy development 
and learning in young children. 
 
Thursday, November 14   3:45-4:45 pm  Fall Crafts 
Bring the whole family and join us for a fun hour of crafting. We will be making fall-themed crafts.  
 
Saturday, November 9th and Saturday, November 30  11:00-1:00  Kid Builders 
Come to the Library and see what you can build with your creative ideas & engineering skills! Drop in anytime between 11:00 am 
and 1:00 pm to build with LEGO, Magna-Tiles, and more. No registration required   Ages 3+   
 
November 18

th
-23

rd
   Monthly STEM Challenge 

Stop by Valley Library during the week of November 18
th
 - 23rd and try our monthly STEM challenge! All supplies are provided, 

and there will be a clipboard to log your results. Ages 5+ 
 
Ongoing: Scavenger Hunt – November Theme:  Under the Sea      Find images throughout the library and win a prize.  

https://www.washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12905370
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12905370
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12699789
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12816995
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12816995
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13236957
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12817012
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12817012
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/12817035


O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-248-5103 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Doug Sand  dsands@cityoflakeland.us (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Mike Thron: mthron@ci.lakeland.mn.us or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-

4430 

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-

4430 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Gary Kriesel: (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Mark Wiens  -  (651) 296-4244   
email:rep.mark.wiens@house.mn.gov     

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by River Valley Printing 


