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Event Schedule 

 
LSCVFD Pancake 

Breakfast 
 

May 3rd, 2026 
8:00—12:00 

 
Planning Commis-

sion Meeting 
 

May 5th, 2026 
6:30 PM 

 
 

Recycling  

May 6th, 2026 

 

City Council Meeting  

May 19, 2026 

6:30 PM  

Recycling  

May 20, 2026  

 

City Offices Closed 

Memorial Day 

May 25,2026 

 

 
 

 

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tues-

day, April 21, at the Afton-Lakeland School Library. Key City Council 

meeting agenda items included the following: 

Water Rate Study – SEH, the City’s utility engineering partner, 

presented a proposal to conduct a rate study (Study) for the City’s 

Water Utility. The purpose of the Study is to evaluate the rates 

charged water customers to determine if the revenues generated 

are adequate to cover the forecasted expenses for the next 5 

years. After clarifying questions and Council discussion, the City 

Council authorized SEH to move forward with the Study for completion by September.       

 

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for an Architect – Upon receipt of submittals from four qualified 

firms, the selection committee composed of two City Council members, City Clerk, and an SEH archi-

tectural representative reviewed these submittals. The selection committee recommended further con-

sideration of three of the four firms’ qualifications. A set of clarifying questions and requests for addi-

tional information were drafted and forwarded to the three firms. Their responses will be used by the 

selection committee to further evaluate the firm’s background and make a recommendation to the City 

Council at its May City Council meeting.  

 

Planning Commission Update – The Planning Commission (PC) began meeting monthly in January 

of this year. The PC has focused on organizational issues and planning its role to serve as liaison to 

local businesses. An initial letter highlighting the PC’s role has been drafted and will be forwarded to all 

Lakeland businesses in May to initiate this process.           

  

St. Croix Trail (Bike Trail) Maintenance – Washington County has proposed a cooperative agree-

ment with the City for the maintenance of the St. Croix Trail. The Trail was rebuilt in 2017 through a 

partnership between the County, the Lower Valley Cities, and the Lower St. Croix Valley Community 

Foundation. The City Council reviewed the proposed agreement and considered it ambiguous and 

needing further refinement.  As a result, staff were directed to schedule a meeting with the County 

Transportation Department to discuss the agreement in more detail before approval.               

 

Annual Financial Audit – The City retained CDS to conduct an audit of 2025 revenues and expens-

es. CDS initiated the gathering of financial records and conducted an in-person meeting with staff and 

the Mayor in April. CDS plans to complete the audit by this summer.           

 

2026 Street Maintenance – An Open house was held on March 31 for residents interested in the 6th 

Street North streets improvement project. Staff and SEH, our engineering partner, met with five resi-

dents at the Open House and discussed a range of issues including road shoulder needs, alley and 

driveway paving, drainage issues, as well as the project schedule. Bid opening is scheduled for May 

12, followed by project work beginning in June.  

 

Citizens’ Advisory Committee - The City Council previously agreed to appoint a Citizens’ Advisory Com-

mittee (CAC) to provide input during the planning and design process for the new City Hall. Lakeland resi-

dents and business owners interested in participating in the planning process are encouraged to submit an 

e-mail to the City of Lakeland at city@ci.lakeland.mn.us. Please highlight your interest in the project and 

why you would be a good fit for the CAC.  

 

Robert Craggs - Mayor                          

mailto:city@ci.lakeland.mn.us
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Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale 

 

Washington County partners with the Recycling 
Association of Minnesota to sell discounted com-
posted bins and rain barrels to residents.   

• Pre-ordered items are available for pick up at 
the Environmental Center location selected at 
the time of purchase during open hours.  

• Item(s) must be picked up within 90 days of 
purchase or be forfeited.  

All sales are final.  

This sale is for Washington County residents 

only! 

Orders placed by non-residents will be can-

celed and charged a 20% cancellation fee. 

Maximum order size: Limit 2 rain barrels and 2 

compost bins per household.  

 

Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity?  

The City of Lakeland is searching for a Resident Volun-

teer for the LSCV Fire Board  

• Contact City Offices if interested for more information 

651-436-4430  

 

From the Desk of Public Works:  

§ 70.16 OPERATION OF MOTORIZED VEHICLES ON BICYCLE AND 
HIKING TRAILS; PROHIBITED.  
(A) It shall be unlawful to operate any motorized vehicle, except for 
maintenance equipment authorized by the Public Works Direc-tor, upon 
any public bicycle trail, hiking trail, beach or city park within the limits of 
the city.  
(B) The use of snowmobiles will be permitted on the public bicy-cle/

hiking trail east of CSAH 18 between the November 1 of each year and 

April 1 of the next year, inclusive, provided that the trail is snow-

covered. The period of time during which snowmobiles may be used on 

the east trail may be increased or decreased by action of the City Coun-

cil published in the official newspaper of the city designating the inclu-

sive dates when the use of snowmobiles shall be permitted on the east 

trail. The City Council may rescind these permissions if it is determined 

that these provisions do not comply with DNR requirements.  

Damage to city parks and other properties. As the weather has gotten 

warmer and the frost has gone out of the ground outdoor activities have 

increased. This has included bikes and ebikes. Through the last couple 

of weeks damage to city property has started to occur. Riding in these 

areas may be fun but you are damaging city property and private prop-

erty and you are also tres-passing. All city parks are no motorized vehi-

cles which includes motorized bikes. If anyone notices any of this suspi-

cious activities you may call the city or the Washington County Sheriffs 

Dept.  
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Master Gardeners Host An-
nual Plant Sale on Satur-
day, May 16 

 LAKE ELMO, Minn. – Mark 
your calendars now for the 
annual Plant Sale and Gar-
den Expo from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday, May 16, 
hosted by University of Min-
nesota Extension Washing-
ton County Master Gardener 
Volunteer program. Home 
gardeners can buy a wide selection of plants including 
varieties featured in ready-made garden exhibits and get 
their gardening questions answered at a free Diagnostic 
Clinic. The event, a fundraiser that supports the Master 
Gardener volunteers’ community work, will be held inside 
Building A at the Washington County Fairgrounds, located 
at Highway 5 and Manning Avenue in Lake Elmo.  

 The plant sale will feature quality annuals and perennials, 
Minnesota Seed Trial winners, native and prairie plants, 
monarch and pollinator plants, grasses, shade plants, 
both heirloom and hybrid tomatoes, herbs, vegetables and 
more. Plants are selected for their ability to thrive in our 
area, boosting the chance that your garden will be gor-
geous for years to come. Master Gardener volunteers will 
be ready to offer expert advice on plant selection, whether 
for novice gardeners looking to fill a few pots on the patio 
or for seasoned growers hoping to attract more butterflies 
and hummingbirds to their gardens.  

 The public is encouraged to bring in plant or insect sam-
ples to the Diagnostic Clinic for analysis and recommen-
dations. The Garden Expo features education by specially 
trained tree care advisors, planting for pollinators, and 
other gardening topics.  A professional sharpening service 
will also be on hand, so the public is encouraged to bring 
garden tools, knives and scissors to be sharpened while 
you shop. 

 Proceeds from this, the Master Gardener volunteers’ ma-
jor fundraiser of the year, help support our work, including 
growing produce to donate to food shelves, teaching sci-
ence-based horticulture classes, helping build community 
gardens, and other efforts. “By buying plants at the sale, 
you not only walk away with ideal varieties for our area, 
but you also give back to the community through support-
ing these efforts,’’ said Master Gardener volunteer Ruth 
Rathbun. 

 Participants in the University of Minnesota Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteer Program are specially trained 
volunteers who are interested in horticulture and commu-
nity service. Our mission is to educate the public with re-
search-based information on best practices in consumer 
horticulture and environmental stewardship.  

 For more information about the UMN Extension Washing-
ton County Master Gardener Volunteer Program, visit: 
washingtoncountymg.org. 

Standards for Vegetative Cutting 

These regulations and standards control cutting of certain 

vegetation within the structure setback distances and help 

maintain a buffer strip of vegetative cover along the St. 

Croix River. This buffer strip acts as natural screening, 

preserves wildlife habitat, and can reduce overall raindrop 

impact. In addition, the collective root-mass aids in holding 

shoreline soils in place. This is especially critical in steep 

slope areas along the St. Croix River. 

A Vegetative Cutting Permit (no fee) is needed from the 

City for any vegetative cutting within 100 feet of the Or-

dinary High-Water mark (OHW), within 40 feet landward 

of blufflines, and on slopes greater than 12%. A permit 

is required for: 

The cutting, topping or removal of trees less than 
six (6) inches in diameter at breast height, 
providing such cutting meets the criteria 
listed in items 3, 4 and 5. 

Cutting limbs or otherwise trimming trees greater 
than six (6) inches in diameter at breast 
height, providing such cutting meets the cri-
teria listed in items 3, 4 and 5. 

The cutting involves vegetation that does not sig-
nificantly alter the screening of any structure 
from view from the river. 

The character and quality-of existing growth is 

preserved. 

Cutting that maintains a continuous canopy. 

Dead trees and branches. 

Diseased or hazard trees. 

Buckthorn and other specified noxious weeds. 
The cutting necessary for transportation or utility 

rights-of-way 

A permit is not required for the following: 
Mowing lawns 
Clearing for a validly permitted structure, sewage 

treatment system, and road or parking area. 
Maintenance trimming or pruning of ornamental 

shrubs. 

Any vegetative cutting not addressed within the above 

must be submitted to the City for review and possible issu-

ance of a variance permit. 

Non-compliance may result in fines, required restoration 
or other city action. 
For more information or if you have questions, contact the 
city at 651-436-4430. 

http://washingtoncountymg.org
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Valley Library Events and Important Dates 

Library Closure Dates:  

Monday May 25, 2026 for Memorial Day 

Please note: Extended Access users can access Valley Library on the closure dates 

Did you know: There will be a Storytime Break at all Washington County Libraries from 
Monday, May 18 to Sunday, May 31 so that staff can prepare for summer programming. 
On a different note – Miss Teresa (Valley children’s librarian) will be retiring on May 31

st
 after 

36 years with Washington County Library. Miss Teresa and Little Bear will do their last sto-
rytime on Monday, May 11

th
. There will be treats after storytime that day. 

Valley Library Extended Access registration is open for any Library cardholder with a Library card registered with Washington 
County ages 16+. Go to https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access to learn more and to register online. 

For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4
th
 Thursday of each month. This book club meets in per-

son in the Valley Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday May 28th meeting is The Underground Rail-
road by Colson Whitehead. Physical copies of this month’s selection are available to borrow at the Valley branch during regular-
ly staffed hours.  

The Wildwood Library in Mahtomedi is offering Let’s Make Stuff: Watercolor Embroidery 1:00-2:30pm on Thursday May 7
th

. 
Register today for the opportunity to experiment with this unique art medium. Go to https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/16252602  
to reserve your spot. 

 

Register today to learn what you need to know about creating Your Own Health Care Directive 12:30-1:30pm on Thursday May 
21

st
 at the Oakdale Library. Save your spot at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15930830  

 

Would you like to learn about Indie and Self-Publishing? Daniel Rodriques-Martin will share an overview of what writers need to 
know at Oakdale Library on Saturday May 23

rd
 10:30-11:30am. Registration is required https://washcolib.libcal.com/

event/16580267 

 

Do you need help with a technology issue? Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on one help with a Valley Library staff 
member. Technology help is offered on the third Thursday of every month. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605  

 

For Kids: Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each week we'll read stories and sing songs that focus on 
strengthening early literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together as we sing, talk, read, write, and play ...at sto-
rytime! This storytime is for children of all ages and their caregivers. 

 
 

Monday, May 11
th

  10:30-11:00 am  Music and Movement Storytime 

Join us for a special storytime featuring music and creative movement! This storytime is great for practicing gross motor skills, 
listening skills, and social skills – all while having fun. 

 

Thursday, Maay 14th  6:00 pm  Pajama Storytime 

Join Miss Teresa and Little Bear on the second Thursday each month for a special evening storytime. Come in your pajamas 
and bring your favorite blanket or stuffie for stories and songs that support early literacy development and learning. 

 
Thursday, May 14th   2:30-4:00   After School Activity:  Shrinky Dinks 

Join us after school at the library for a fun activity.  This month we will be making shrinky dinks.  All supplies are provided. This 
is a drop-in program and no registration is necessary. 

https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/16252602
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15930830
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/16580267
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/16580267
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605


O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-436-7033 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430 

Council Member Canaan Martin cmartin@cityoflakeland.us or at 651-436-4430 

Council Member Erika Rivers (651) 436-4430 erivers@cityoflakeland.us 

 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Bethany Cox (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Wayne Johnson -  (651) 296-4244   rep.wayne.johnson@house.mn.gov  

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

 

 

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by Minute Man Press 


