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Event Schedule 

 
Planning Commis-

sion Meeting 
 

March 3, 2026 
 
 

Recycling  

March 11, 2026 

 

City Council Meeting  

March 17, 2026 

6:30 PM  

 

Recycling  

March 25 2026  

 

 
 

 

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tues-

day, February 17, at the Afton-Lakeland School Library. Key City Coun-

cil meeting agenda items included the following: 

2025 Financial Audit – The City received proposals from CDS and 

Bergan KDV to conduct an audit of the City’s 2025 revenues and 

expenses. Such an audit is required by state statute. The City 

Council reviewed both proposals and after discussion selected 

CDS CPAs and Advisors to conduct the 2026 audit for a fee not to 

exceed $28,500.  

 

Request for Qualifications for an Architect - Planning of the New City Hall – SEH, the City’s Engi-

neering partner, presented the revised RFQ to retain an architect to assist the City with the planning 

and design of a new City Hall.  After discussion and minor revisions, the City Council approved the 

RFQ and directed staff to distribute the revised RFQ. The RFQ was forwarded to a set of pre-qualified 

firms on February19th. Firms’ qualifications are due to the City by March 26th. The City Council antici-

pates awarding a contract at its April 21st City Council meeting.  

 

Broken Water Meters Policy – The City Clerk presented her findings and recommendations related 

to broken water meters. Because several residents have broken water meters, the City Council di-

rected the City Clerk to send written communications to these residents requesting access to their 

broken water meters so they can be repaired. If residents choose not to provide the City with the op-

portunity to fix these meters, they will be subject to a $175 quarterly fee for water usage and a $50 

quarterly broken meter charge.                     

  

Water Rate Study – The City staff, SEH, and PeopleService (water utility operator) have been collab-

orating on a multi-year capital improvements plan (CIP) for the City of Lakeland Water Utility. The 

Team anticipates the CIP will be completed by the end of February and it will be a critical input to con-

ducting the water rate study.  The water rate study will be initiated in April and completed in approxi-

mately five months.  

  

2026 Street Maintenance – SEH, the City’s Engineering partner, presented its proposal to provide 

design engineering for the 2026 streets projects.  The planned projects include the pulverizing and 

paving of 6th street North and maintenance applications to a number of City streets. The City Council 

approved the proposed lump a sum fee of $46,600 for the project design and overseeing the procure-

ment of a contractor to provide the 6th street construction. SEH anticipates completion of the project 

design in March, awarding of the construction contract in April, with street construction initiated during 

the summer months. 

 

Citizens’ Advisory Committee - The City Council agreed to appoint a Citizens’ Advisory Committee to 

provide input during the planning and design process for the new City Hall. Lakeland residents and busi-

ness owners interested in participating in the planning process are encouraged to submit an e-mail to the 

City of Lakeland at city@ci.lakeland.mn.us.  Please highlight your interest in the project and why you would 

be a good fit for the CAC. The City Council plans to appoint members to the CAC at its April 21st City Coun-

cil meeting. It is anticipated the CAC will meet over the next 16 to 18 months.                                         

Mayor, 

Robert Craggs  

mailto:city@ci.lakeland.mn.us
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Become a Recycling 
Ambassador  

Inspire your community 
to reduce waste by be-
coming a recycling am-
bassador! Recycling Am-
bassadors take a six-
week training program to 
learn more about environmental health, waste 
systems, and recycling. Recycling Ambassadors 
will have opportunities to volunteer and encour-
age others to reduce, reuse, and recycle. 
The Spring 2026 session will be held Thursdays 
6:30p-8:30p March 19 – April 23. Some weeks 
require in person attendance.  

  Register for the Spring 2026 session (link) 
https://forms.office.com/g/7ttwASEPdJ  

Recycling Tip for March:  

Random Metal Items  

• Includes hangers, pots and pans, pipes, and auto 
parts.  

• • Metal items can damage the recycling sorting facil-
ity equipment and harm workers.  

• Metals are recyclable anywhere scrap metal is col-
lected.  

Yes it Gets Recycled!: Metal • Metal can be recycled 
over and over again without wearing out.  

Organics Tip for March:  

Sneaky Contaminants • Anything plastic! Look out for 
candy wrappers, produce stickers, twist ties, straws, 
plastic labels, packaged foods, fast food packaging, 
packaging not labeled with BPI label, or any traditionally 
accepted recycling items.  

Cut Flowers • Remove ribbons, rubber bands, plastic 
sleeves, packets of floral food, or any other non-
vegetative materials.  

Important Notice Regarding Broken or Malfunc-

tioning Water Meters 

The City Council recently adopted a new 
policy which directs the Water Department 
staff to charge residents with an inoperable 
meter a $175 water usage fee and a $50 
service fee per quarter, along with the typi-
cal base fees and surcharges. If we have 
not received contact for inspection of your 
meter the fees will be applied to the April 
billing and all subsequent billings until the 
meter is operable. 

 

Plastic Free Challenge: 
Plastics can be a hassle – they create clutter and 
can be confusing to recycle – plus they contrib-
ute to litter, harm water and wildlife, and have 
largely unknown health impacts for us. Fortu-
nately, there’s a lot we can do to help create a 
plastic-free world,  
 

Be part of the solution by joining the Plastic-

Free Challenge. Together, our actions can help 

protect water and wildlife, address climate 

change, improve our health, and create a plastic

-free world. 
Plastic-Free Challenge - Home Page  

From People Service—Water Billing: 

 

    We are having an issue with our credit card processer, 

processing recurring credit card payments for our cli-

ents.  Anyone who is signed up for recurring payments via 

credit card may not be getting processed.  We are asking if 

you would please send out a message to the city letting 

them know of the issue.  If they do not see the payment 

processed on their due date they can go online 

at www.peopleservice.com or call the office at 402-932-

8143 to have the payment processed until we get the issue 

resolved.  We apologize for the inconvenience this has 

caused.   We will let you know once this issued has been 

resolved. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.office.com%2fg%2f7ttwASEPdJ&c=E,1,V3eo9UBJ4X-c7yz9--a1V3BuRiy-ti7u47qf0tJvVazQt5Uiv43XNdJhyPNTiNuPsxIAO-GxP0lJHoUwAwIcra2Z_biQpIZUL1ux0fB_m7WIxt6V41bdU60Y6w,,&typo=1
https://tcplasticfree.ecochallenge.org/
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What about Lawn Chemicals in Lakeland?  

One big reason people move to Lakeland is to enjoy the beautiful 

nature including the St. Croix River, which has been protected 

since 1968 by the Wild and Scenic River Act, so that generations to 

come can enjoy its scenic beauty and clean and protected waters. 

What impact can lawn chemicals have on our waterways including 

the streams that run to the St. Croix, as well as on insects, birds, 

and other creatures? Many wish to care for their environment, in-

cluding their lawn. Lawn services promise lush green perfect 

grass, with images of happy children playing. These services are 

marketed under the idea of “care,” that people who care for their lawn will use these chemicals. Many market them-

selves as “organic,” when only the fertilizer is organic. Others advertise their herbicide as “natural,” when it is still 

toxic. Each year, approximately 80 million pounds of lawn chemicals are used on 40 million acres of lawn in the Unit-

ed States, ten times more per acre than used in agriculture. These chemicals destroy plants that pollinators and oth-

er insects need, but also kill in sects directly. A study in 2017 reported a 75% decrease in insects over the past 30 

years. Insects are important pollinators of course, but also decompose dead matter and are the basis of protein for 

birds and other animals. Rainfall on the chemically-treated lawn can cause runoff into waterways. The chemicals in-

sert themselves into the natural world as well as our drinking water; pets and wildlife walk on the lawns, absorb the 

toxins and ingest them while grooming. Children play on the lawns and swim in the river. Exposure to these chemi-

cals can cause infertility, heart disease or cancer. Even when the chemicals are thought to be “safe,” studies are re-

tracted or new studies show harm. Just recently, the main study showing Roundup safe was retracted. The lot owner 

should take steps to ascertain whether the chemicals are truly necessary, by consulting with Washington County’s 

Conservation District or other competent professional, and by “considering toxicity, effectiveness, and availability.” 

But aren’t there any more natural alternatives? Options for lawn care that avoid these chemicals?  

The following list is a variety of possible ideas: 

•  • Choose an eco-friendly lawn service, but look at the fine print for pesticides and herbicides or call and ask 

what products are used; spot treat any pests or problem weed areas instead of treating the whole lawn. 

• Plant your lawn or part of your lawn with a low ground cover that stays green and does not need mowing or re-

place with native species.  

• • Make your lawn smaller.  

• • Promote healthy soil with aeration and amend the soil with compost and leaf litter residue.  

• • Fertilize your lawn by leaving lawn clippings after mowing or use an organic fertilizer and do not use fertilizers 

where runoff can go into streams and rivers.  

• • Test your soil at the U of MN (about $20) to see what is missing for health.  

• • Mow at a high setting (3” or more). This encourages deep root systems and healthier grass.  

• • Enjoy your natural lawn!  

-Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee  
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Valley Library and Washington County Library Events and Important Dates 
 

Did you know that it is easy to learn the latest Library News? Simply go to https://
washcolib.org/295/Subscribe-to-Library-News and choose which themed Newsletters you 
would like to have delivered directly to your inbox. 
 

Valley Library Extended Access registration is open for any Library cardholder with a Library 
card registered with Washington County ages 16+. Go to https://washcolib.org/551/Extended
-Access to learn more and to register online. 
 

For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4
th
 Thursday of each 

month. This book club meets in person in the Valley Library Conference Room. The title se-
lection for the Thursday March 26th meeting is True Biz by Sara Nović. Physical copies of 
this month’s selection are available to borrow at the Valley branch during regularly staffed 
hours.  
 

Register today for The Old Footlocker: a Veteran’s perspective of Military History presented on Tuesday March 3 at 6:00 at the 
Wildwood Library. https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15835166  
 

Calling all genealogists! A Washington County staff member will teach An Introduction to FamilySearch at the RH Stafford Li-
brary at 2:00 on Friday March 6. Go to https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15673214 to reserve your spot. 

 

A librarian instructor at the RH Stafford branch in Woodbury is offering two opportunities to Let’s Make Stuff Magical Window 
Stars. 2:00pm on Saturday March 7 or Tuesday March 10. Registration is required. https://washcolib.libcal.com/
event/15619688  

 

AARP Free Tax Assistance will be offered by appointment only through April 13
th
 at the Washington County Service Center in 

Cottage Grove. Register by calling the Park Grove Library at 651-459-2040. Learn more at https://washcolib.libcal.com/
event/15983565  

 

Register today to join a free virtual class on Graphic Design for Business with Canva (Part 1) held at 1:00pm on Thursday 
March 19. Register today at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15765477  

 

Do you need help with a technology issue? Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on one help with a Valley Library staff 
member. Technology help is offered on the third Thursday of every month. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605  

 

For Kids: Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

Thursday, March 12th  6:00 pm  Pajama Storytime: Join Miss Teresa and Little Bear on the second Thursday each month for 
a special evening storytime. Come in your pajamas and bring your favorite blanket or stuffie for stories and songs that support 
early literacy development and learning. 

 
Monday, March 16

th
  1:00 pm  Snake Discovery: Snake, Rattle and Roll: Join Snake Discovery and learn about the reptiles 

and amphibians that call Minnesota and Wisconsin home. The audience will watch a salamander eat, debunk turtle myths, 
touch snakes, and more! Time is reserved after the presentation to touch and hold the retiles for a truly hands-on experience. 
This program is for all ages and no registration is necessary. 

 
Thursday, March 19

th
  3:30-5:30 pm   Let’s Clay: Galaxies and Space for Kids: Use your imagination and take a journey 

that’s out of this world! Learn to sculpt with polymer clay to create a space crew with cute aliens, spacecrafts, and more.  Ages 
5+   Registration Is required 

 
Tuesday, March 17

th
  4:00-6:00 pm   Open Gaming (with snacks!) Stop by to play video games like Mario Kart and Smash 

Bros.  Feel free to bring your own controller, or one will be available. Snacks will be provided.  All ages are welcome – children 
under 7 must be accompanied by an adult.  No registration necessary. 

 
Thursday, March 12

th
   2:30-4:00 pm  After School Activity:  Happy Pi Day: Pi Day is March 14

th
 so join us at the library for 

some fun ways to celebrate. You will learn about the concept of Pi and apply it through stories, craft activities and games. 
Snack will also be provided. 

https://washcolib.org/295/Subscribe-to-Library-News
https://washcolib.org/295/Subscribe-to-Library-News
https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15835166
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15673214
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15619688
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15619688
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15983565
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15983565
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15765477
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605


O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-436-7033 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430 

Council Member Canaan Martin cmartin@cityoflakeland.us or at 651-436-4430 

Council Member Erika Rivers (651) 436-4430 erivers@cityoflakeland.us 

 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Bethany Cox (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Wayne Johnson -  (651) 296-4244   rep.wayne.johnson@house.mn.gov  

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

 

 

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by Minute Man Press 


