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Event Schedule 

 
 

Planning Commis-
sion Meeting 

 
June 2 2026 

6:30 PM 
 
 

Recycling  

June 3rd, 2026 

 

Flag Day 

June 14, 20326 

 

City Council Meeting  

June 16, 2026 

6:30 PM  

Recycling  

June 17, 2026  

 

Recycling 
 

July 1, 2026 
 
 

 

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tues-

day, May 19, at the Afton-Lakeland School Library. Key City Council 

meeting agenda items included the following: 

Interim Use Permit (IUP) for 1151 Rivercrest Rd N. (Bungalow) 

– The owner of the Bungalow was granted an IUP at the City Coun-

cil’s January meeting with the condition that outstanding permitting 

and inspection requirements would be addressed in three months. 

To date, the requirements have not been completed. However, the 

owner shared the progress related to several of the outstanding 

issues and conveyed that he anticipated being able to satisfactorily address all the requirements in the 

next 30 days. The Council agreed to provide the owner with another 30 days with the understanding 

that the IUP will be automatically revoked if the requirements are not satisfactorily completed by the 

June City Council meeting.         

 

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for an Architect – The selection committee evaluated the addi-

tional information submitted by the three short-listed firms and MSA was considered the highest 

ranked firm. As a result, representatives from MSA were invited to the City Council meeting to meet 

the City Council and respond to additional questions. Based on the Council’s and staff discussion, the 

City Council directed staff to initiate contract negotiations with MSA to develop a scope of work to pro-

vide planning and design services for a new City Hall.  

 

Changed Precinct and Polling Place – Because of structural and environmental concerns associat-

ed with the Old City Hall, staff were directed to explore other polling place options for the City of Lake-

land. As a result, staff have secured approval from Embrace Church to serve as the polling place for 

the City of Lakeland in upcoming elections. The City Council approved a resolution establishing this 

change which will be forwarded to Washington County for approval.        

  

Youth Services Bureau (YSB) Services Contract – The Youth Services Bureau provides youth and 

family counseling services to residents in the Lower St. Croix Valley. The City Council considered and 

approved a renewal of the City’s current contract for services with the YSB.  

 

City Council and Planning Commission Meeting Location – Because of structural and environ-

mental concerns associated with the Old City Hall, the City Council and Planning Commission current-

ly meet at the Afton-Lakeland Elementary School (Afton-Lakeland). However, due to School District 

staff limitations, the City will not be able to meet at Afton-Lakeland during the months of June, July, 

and August. As a result, the City Council and the Planning Commission will be meeting at the Wash-

ington County Valley Branch Library in Lakeland through the summer months.             

 

2026 Street Maintenance – Bid opening took place on May 12th for 2026 street maintenance projects. 

After discussion with SEH, the City’s engineering partner, the City Council approved the lowest, most 

qualified bid from Albrightson Excavating for the 6th Street N. reconstruction project. As for the bid for 

other street maintenance activities, the City Council approved the lowest, most qualified bid from 

Fahrmer Asphalt Sealers for crack sealing and seal coating.             

 

 

Robert Craggs - Mayor                          
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Compost Bin and Rain Bar- rel 

Sale 

Washington County partners 
with the Recycling Associa-
tion of Minnesota to sell dis-
counted composted bins and 
rain barrels to residents.   

• Pre-ordered items are 
available for pick up at the Environmental 
Center location selected at the time of pur-
chase during open hours.  

• Item(s) must be picked up within 90 days of 
purchase or be forfeited.  

All sales are final.  This sale is for Washing-

ton County residents only! Orders placed by 

non-residents will be canceled and charged a 

20% cancellation fee. Maximum order 

size: Limit 2 rain barrels and 2 compost bins per 

household.  

Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity?  

The City of Lakeland is searching for a Resident Volun-

teer for the LSCV Fire Board  

• Contact City Offices if interested for more information 

651-436-4430  

Recycling Tip for June— 

No Small Plastic Items • 
Don’t put small items like 
straws, plastic utensils or 
loose caps in the recycling. 
Small items fall through the 
recycling facility equipment 
and end up in the trash. Keep caps on plastic 
bottles and aluminum tabs attached to cans.  

From the Desk of Public Works:  

§ 70.16 OPERATION OF MOTORIZED VEHICLES ON 
BICYCLE AND HIKING TRAILS; PROHIBITED.  
(A) It shall be unlawful to operate any motorized vehicle, 
except for maintenance equipment authorized by the Pub-
lic Works Direc-tor, upon any public bicycle trail, hiking 
trail, beach or city park within the limits of the city.  
(B) The use of snowmobiles will be permitted on the public 

bicy-cle/hiking trail east of CSAH 18 between the Novem-

ber 1 of each year and April 1 of the next year, inclusive, 

provided that the trail is snow-covered. The period of time 

during which snowmobiles may be used on the east trail 

may be increased or decreased by action of the City Coun-

cil published in the official newspaper of the city designat-

ing the inclusive dates when the use of snowmobiles shall 

be permitted on the east trail. The City Council may re-

scind these permissions if it is determined that these provi-

sions do not comply with DNR requirements.  

Damage to city parks and other properties. As the weather 

has gotten warmer and the frost has gone out of the 

ground outdoor activities have increased. This has includ-

ed bikes and ebikes. Through the last couple of weeks 

damage to city property has started to occur. Riding in 

these areas may be fun but you are damaging city property 

and private property and you are also trespassing. All city 

parks are no motorized vehicles which includes motorized 

bikes. If anyone notices any of this suspicious activities 

you may call the city or the Washington County Sheriffs 

Dept.  

The City receives a number of complaints concerning 

trees and hedges growing over lane ways, obstructing 

street signs and interfering with sight lines at intersec-

tions. Please trim your trees and shrubs at least 8’ back from the 

road and 12’ up. This is very important at 4 way intersections and 

stop signs. 

Thank you for your cooperation  

Residents in the Restricted Parking  

Area  

The area of the City between I-94 and Upper 5th 

Street North and CSAH 18 and the St. Croix Riv-

er is a designated parking area where permits are 

required for residential street parking. Annual per-

mits cost $2 each, and five permits are allowed 

for each  

residence. Event permits are available for single-

day parking and cost $10. Permits may be ob-

tained at City Offices—1190 St Croix Trail S.  

 

The area around Crocker Park is marked for ac-

tivities and sports at that location 

Boat trailer parking is not permitted in the desig-

nated area, except on 7th Street North between 

the River and Quinnell Avenue North.  
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 Watering Restrictions Effective February 1, 

2026 For Lake-land, Lakeland Shores, and Lake 

St Croix Beach  

Even Number Address water on EVEN Days  

Odd Number Address water on ODD Days No wa-

tering between the Hours of 12:00 Noon and 5:00 

PM All Days  

Per Resolution 2026-02 dated January 21, 2026  

Lower St. Croix Riverway Vegetation Management practices 

The Lower St Croix Riverway extends from Taylors Falls to the confluence with the Mississippi River. Land within the 

Lower St. Croix Riverway is defined by a legal description and by two districts within the legal boundary.  

"Bluffline": a line along the top of a slope connecting the points at which the slope, proceeding away from the river or 

adjoining watershed channel, becomes less than 12 percent; For the complete definition see 6105.0354 Subp. 5.  

Structure setbacks from a bluffline vary by district::  

Rural districts: ≥ 100 feet 

Urban districts: ≥ 40 feet 

Cutting of trees and shrubs is not allowed without a local permit: 

On slopes over 12% 

Within 40 feet of blufflines 

Within the following distances from the Ordinary High Water Level: 

Rural Districts: 200 feet 

Urban Districts: 100 feet 

Standards for Vegetation Management:  A local permit is only al-

lowed for::  

Trees less than 6 inches in diameter at breast height 

Vegetation not screening structures from views from the river 

Activities that preserve essential character, quality, densite and con-

tinuous canopy 

Diseased trees, if removal is in public interest 

Permits not needed for: The minimum necessary for activities under a building permit 

Maintenance of transportation and utility rights-of-way 

Standards for Grading and Filling: A local land alteration permit is needed for all soil disturbance activity except 

activity under a building permit. Consult local regulations on permit requirements for allowed land alteration 

activity. 

In the St. Croix River District always consult the city offices before attempting any vegetation management or grad-

ing and filling activities 

Vegetative Cutting Permits are available at no cost to the residents, Non-compliance may result in fines, required 

restoration or other city action. For more information or if you have questions, contact the city at 651-436-4430. 
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Valley Library Events and Important Dates 

Library Closure Dates:  

Friday June 19, 2026 to honor Juneteenth 

Please note: Extended Access users can access Valley Library on the closure dates 

Did you know: Libraries love celebrating in the summer? Pick up and fill out a Summer 
Learning Program game card with all kinds of fun summer activities. Return the game card 
to the library or at washcolib.org to claim an instant prize. The game card becomes a raffle 
entry for additional prizes awarded in August. Don’t forget that we celebrate everyone and 
have separate game cards for kids, teens, and adults (with different prizes for each age 
group!).  

Valley Library Extended Access registration is open for any Library cardholder with a Library card registered with Washington 
County ages 16+. Go to https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access to learn more and to register online. 

All Ages: Make sure to stop by the Valley Library booth at the Afton Strawberry Festival on June 27 and 28
th
. Librarian Theresa 

will provide a storytime on Sunday June 28
th
 at 10:00am at the Performance Stage. 

For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4
th
 Thursday of each month. This book club meets in per-

son in the Valley Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday June 25th meeting is Dear Jacob by Patty 
Wetterling. Physical copies of this month’s selection are available to borrow at the Valley branch during regularly staffed hours.  

Register today to Paint Pretty Posies with teaching artist, Karen Chan. Join us on Saturday June 13 11:00-1:00 at Valley Li-
brary where Karen will teach you how to use acrylic paints to create an amazing piece of art. No experience necessary and all 
skill levels are welcome. 

Do you need help with a technology issue? Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on one help with a Valley Library staff 
member. Technology help is offered on the third Thursday of every month. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605  

 

For Kids: Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

Monday, June 15th  10:30-11:00 am  Music and Movement Storytime Join us for a special storytime featuring music and 
creative movement! This storytime is great for practicing gross motor skills, listening skills, and social skills – all while having 
fun. 

 

Tuesday, June 2
nd

   4:00-6:00   Open Gaming Bring the family to Valley Library for an afternoon of video games, including 
Mario Kart and Super Smash Bros. Feel free to bring your own controller, or use one provided by the library. Snacks will be 
available.  The program is for all ages. Registration not required. 

 
Saturday, June 6

th
   11:00-1:00   Build Small with ArtStart Imagine you live in a world in which the tallest building was three 

inches high! What would that mean about the size of your family, friends, and animals? Work with an ArtStart instructor for this 
intergenerational opportunity to create your world in miniature using self-drying clay, paint and other materials. Registration is 
required. Children under 8 must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

 
Wednesday, June 17

th
  1:30   Reptiles Around the World Join Snake Discovery at Valley Library for a close-up look at rep-

tiles. Slither around the world to meet reptiles from every continent they’re found on. Audience members will learn what a Leg-
less Lizard is, meet a rare species of snake up close, touch a gecko, hold a large boa constrictor, watch a snake eat, and more! 
Time is reserved after the presentation to touch and hold the reptiles. 

 
Wednesday, June 24

th
   1:00-3:00   STEM Lab:  Moon Landing 

Stop by Valley Library for a hands-on exploration of lunar science. You will be able to build a moon rover to take home, explore 
why the moon has phases when viewed from Earth, make craters in a moon sandbox and more. Drop in anytime between 1 
and 3 p.m. This program is designed for ages 6-12 but all ages are welcome. Children under 8 must be accompanied by a re-
sponsible caregiver. 

https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605


O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-436-7033 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430 

Council Member Canaan Martin cmartin@cityoflakeland.us or at 651-436-4430 

Council Member Erika Rivers (651) 436-4430 erivers@cityoflakeland.us 

 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Bethany Cox (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Wayne Johnson -  (651) 296-4244   rep.wayne.johnson@house.mn.gov  

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

 

 

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by Minute Man Press 


