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The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on

Event Schedule Tuesday, December 16. Key City Council meeting agenda items
included the following: ’1 Update from the
Recycling 1151 Rivercrest Rd. N. — The owner of the Bungalow Inn, : MAYO R
located at 1151 Rivercrest Rd. N., has requested an amend- ]
January 14, 2026 ment to its conditional use permit. The application included
updates to reflect its current operations and address pro-
Cit Council Meeting posed changes to its business operations; including increas-
ing the number of exterior televisions on the west patio, offering live music on the west patio, additional
January 20, 2026 annual events which include live music with a stage and expanding the exterior area for serving food/
beverages. The City Council had previously requested the applicant consider concerns raised by resi-
6:00 PM dents related to potential impacts on the surrounding neighborhood. The City’s staff and MSA, its land

use planning partner, provided a thorough analysis of the application. After much discussion by the
City Council and additional feedback from the applicant and residents, the City Council approved an
Interim Use Permit (IUP) for a one- year term to be revisited prior to potential renewal in 2027. The
IUP includes increasing the number of televisions and allowing live music on the west patio with a

City Offices closed

December 31st & number of conditions to minimize potential impacts on the neighborhood. However, the City Council
January 1st 2026 did not approve additional outdoor events (beyond the annual car show) with live music and/or the
serving of food/beverages exterior to the building. Lastly, the owner was directed to remove the sea-
Recc"n sonal stage that had been constructed without the appropriate building permits. Detailed conditions

included in the staff’s report will be incorporated in the finalized IUP.
January 28, 2026 _ _ _ _ .
2026 Final Budget and Levy — Per Minnesota statutes, the City Council hosted a Truth in Taxation
Hearing providing residents with an explanation of the basis of any proposed City property tax in-
crease and impacts on respective property taxes. An Abdo representative, the City’s financial manage-
ment partner, presented two final budget and property tax levy options for consideration by the City
Council — a 0% increase or a .62% increase in the City’s tax rate. After much discussion, the City
Council chose the option with a 0% increase in the tax rate, accompanied by a 5.48% increase in the
local tax levy. The City’s reserve funds significantly exceed recommended levels and, overall, the City
is in a strong financial position.

Planning Commission — The City Council appointed Diane Wirth to be the 5" member of the Plan-
ning Commission. In addition, the City Council agreed to compensate each Planning Commission
member $100 per month beginning January 2026.

City Clerk Cost-of-Living Raise - The Personnel Committee recommended a 5% increase in the City
Clerk’s hourly rate as a cost-of-living raise. The City Council approved this recommendation effective
January 1, 2026.

City Hall Alternatives — As a follow-up to the decision not to move forward with the purchase of 84 St.
Croix Trail for use as a new City Hall, the City Council directed SEH, the City’s Engineering partner, to
develop a Request for Qualifications for Architectural Services in conjunction with the planning of a
new City Hall. The City Council also directed staff to investigate the potential for holding future City
Council meetings at Afton-Lakeland Elementary School.

Robert Craggs - Mayor




Deer feeding and attractants bans

Feeding and attractant bans are in place across the state
to prevent concentrations of wild deer in areas with a high-
er risk for disease. These bans are precautionary steps the
DNR took after deer that tested positive for chronic wasting
disease were found both in the wild and on deer farms.
Feeding bans encompass wider areas because food
sources can concentrate deer and allow for close contact —
one of the mechanisms for CWD spread.

Deer feeding includes: placement or distribution of
grains, fruits, vegetables, nuts, hay and other food
that is capable of attracting or enticing deer.

Deer attractants are: food scents; salt; minerals; pre-
scented items with natural or synthetic attractants;
and any product, either natural or synthetic, that con-
tains or purports to contain cervid urine (example
"doe in heat"), blood, gland oil, feces or other cervid
bodily fluid.

People who feed birds or small mammals must do so
in a manner that prevents deer access. Place the
food at least six feet above ground level. Food
placed as a result of normal agricultural practices is
generally exempt from the feeding ban. Cattle opera-
tors should take steps that minimize contact between
deer and cattle. (Learn more about unintended ef-
fects of feeding deer.)

Counties affected—Deer feeding and attractants
ban: Affects the counties listed below.

Aitkin, Anoka, Beltrami, Carver, Cass, Clay, Crow
Wing, Dakota, Dodge, Fillmore, Goodhue, Hennepin,
Houston, Hubbard, Itasca, Le Sueur, Mower, Nor-
man, Olmsted, Polk, Ramsey, Rice, Scott, Sher-
burne, Sibley, Steele, Traverse, Wabasha, Washing-
ton, Wilkin, Winona, Wright

Snowmobilers NOTE—Operation of snowmo-
biles is per-mit-ted on the east bike trail be-
tween November 1 and April 1 each year,
PRO-VIDED THAT THE TRAIL IS COVERED
WITH SNOW.

The bike trail east of St. Croix Trail is the designated snow-
mobile trail through the City. All snow-mobile traffic should travel
north and south on the des-ignated trail. The most right-hand
street right-of-way should be used only as a direct route to the

snowmobile trail. Snowmobiles are not allowed in any city
parks, including ball fields and parking areas or on pri-
vate property without consent of the owners, including
church and school property.

THE PAVED TRAIL WEST OF ST. CROIX TRAIL IS NOT TO
BE USED BY MOTORIZED VEHICLES AT ANY TIME.

PPy

CW |jcar

Help Teach Kids Cribbage
at Afton-Lakeland
‘ Elementary! Q

Join community members and the Afton-Lakeland-
Bayport Lions to help introduce 4th grade students
to cribbage! We're looking for volunteers who can
spend a little time sharing the basics.

No teaching experience required.

Wednesdays, Once a Month

= 9:40 - 10:40 AM P

Scan the QR code to register
for a volunteer shift or call
Molly at 651-398-2024.

SIGNUP TODAY

Recycling Tip for January:

» E -Waste * Donate or recycle small electronics, games,
and cell phones. Battery enclosed electronics (such as
cell phones) can start fires if punctured or crushed. Re-
cycle them at drop offs. Check with your county or city
for options.

¢ Yes it Gets Recycled!: Cardboard « Cardboard boxes are
made of long, strong fibers that can be recycled many times.
New cardboard boxes are made with recycled content right
here in Minnesotal!



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/index.html

.From the desk of Public Works:

The City of Lakeland is committed to keeping our streets as safe as possible within
staff-ing and budget parameters. The company that is contracted for snow removal
(TriCounty) begins plowing when snowfall reaches 2 inches or when road-way condi-
tions warrant a response. Equipment dispatch is dependent upon timing and intensity,
weather forecast, personnel, equipment availability, and street priority classification.
Arterial and collector streets, along with steep hills and sharp curves, are the City’s
main priori-ties to plow within a 24-hour period.

There are a number of things residents can do to minimize plowing-related problems
for themselves and to help crews do the most effective job possible. Here are some
City guide-lines and winter tips.

Mail/Paper Boxes—Mail and paper boxes must be mounted a minimum of 45 inches above street level. Properly installed mail-
boxes will be considered for repair or replacement only if physically struck by snowplow equipment. Installations damaged by
snow or ice coming from the plow blade will not be repaired or replaced. TriCounty, the Fire Department, and the Post Office are
requesting that you help keep the area around your mailbox clear of snow. This will enable the postal carriers to deliver your
mail without delay.

Driveways and Private Property - Residents and private contractors hired to plow snow from driveways, sidewalks, and parking

lots may not deposit snow onto or move snow across public streets or walkways. Doing so is not only a violation of law, but also
slows plowing operations, limits streets or walkways from being plowed to full width, and creates dangerous conditions for vehi-
cles and pedestrians.

Trash and Recycling Containers - Please place trash and recycling containers in your driveway for collection to avoid containers
from being tipped over from plowing operations. The arms on the garbage trucks will reach out 10’. Improper placement of trash
and recycling containers reduces the plows ability to efficiently keep streets clear of snow and ice.

Around Fire Hydrants—As you shovel or push snow off your driveways and sidewalks, take time to clear the snow around fire
hydrants (three-foot radius). During a fire, seconds count. The extra minute to remove snow around fire hydrants may save your
or your neighbor’s home.

Winter Driving - For your safety as well as others’, allow ample room between your vehicle and snow removal equipment. Do not
pass until the plow has reached a safe clear area and never pass on the right side of the snowplow. Always assume that inter-
sections, curves, bridges, and hills are slippery and drive according to road conditions.

Salt Use - Road salt and deicing chemicals are carried by melted snow and ice through sewers, leading to streams, rivers, and
lakes, killing fish and plants. The City of Lakeland has taken measures to limit the amount of salt used on its streets. The City
plows curb to curb, uses liquid additives that enhance the salt’s effectiveness and equipment that applies more liquid brine and
less granular salt. Less than one teaspoon of salt will pollute five gallons of water. Once water is polluted, it is nearly impossible
to reverse.

Know When to Use Salt—If it is 15 degrees or below, most salt doesn’t work. When it is this cold, sand is a good alternative.

Sweep Up Leftover Salt—When the ice has melted, sweep up the remaining salt and sand from your driveway. You can use it
again and help reduce the amount flowing into storm drains and into the water system.

Shovel More—Shovel early and often during a snowstorm. This is easier on your back and the snow won’t compact as much
and turn to ice. Thank you for your patience and cooperation as crews work to clear snow safely and effectively from our City
streets and trails. Depending on the timing and severity of the snow event, it may take hours or days to clear all of the snow.

Be safe while clearing and driving on snow and ice this winter!




Valley Library Events and Important Dates
Library Closure Dates: Thursday January 1, 2026 for New Year’s Day

Monday January 19, 2026 to honor Martin Luther King Jr. Day ‘X 4 4
Please note: Extended Access users can access Valley Library on the closure dates aShmgton
= County

Did you know that every January and February, Washington County Library celebrates adult
readers with our Winter Reads program? Participation is easy! Simply submit a written review LI B RA RY
in person to the library or online to win an instant prize. Submitting multiple reviews increases

your chances of winning a grand prize. For more information search “Winter Reads” at wash-

colib.org.

Valley Library Extended Access registration is open for any Library cardholder with a Library card registered with Washington
County ages 16+. Go to https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access to learn more and to register online.

For Adults:

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of each month. This book club meets in person in the
Valley Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday January 22nd meeting is The Covenant of Water by Abra-
ham Verghese. Physical copies of this month’s selection are available to borrow at the Valley branch during regularly staffed
hours.

January means it’s time for the kick off of the annual Washington County Library Write in Our Midst Author Series. The Library
will present five different authors in January and February beginning with Tasha Coryell who will discuss her novels at the RH
Stafford Library in Woodbury at 11:00am on Saturday January 17th. Registration is not required but is encouraged. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/15850291

This year’s series are all in person at Library branches throughout Washington County. Wildwood Library in Mahtomedi hosts
Varla Ventura at 6:00pm on Tuesday January 27th. Registration is required. https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15850648. The
Park Grove branch in Cottage Grove will present Ethan Johnson at 6:00pm on Wednesday January 28th. The author will dis-
cuss his debut manga Dishonor Vol. 1. Registration is not required for this event but is encouraged. https://washcolib.libcal.com/
event/15826146

Search “write in our midst” on the Washington County Library Events page for more information about the entire series.

Do you worry about privacy and security on your mobile phone? Register today for a seminar at RH Stafford Library in Wood-
bury at 1:00pm on Friday January 30th where you will learn how to make wise choices with cell phone security settings and
more. Go to https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15797802 to register.

Do you need help with a technology issue? Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on one help with a Valley Library staff
member. Technology help is offered on the third Thursday of every month. Registration is required. https://washcolib.libcal.com/
event/13745605

For Kids:

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am Storytime

Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each week we'll read stories and sing songs that focus on
strengthening early literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together as we sing, talk, read, write, and play ...at sto-
rytime! This storytime is for children of all ages and their caregivers.

Monday, Januaary 12th 10:30-11:00 Music and Movement Storytime
Join us for a special storytime featuring music and creative movement! This storytime is great for practicing gross motor skills,
listening skills, and social skills — all while having fun.

Thursday, Januaruy 8th 6:00 pm Pajama Storytime
Join Miss Teresa and Little Bear on the second Thursday each month for a special evening storytime. Come in your pajamas
and bring your favorite blanket or stuffie for stories and songs that support early literacy development and learning.

Thursday, January 15th 2:30-4:00 Diamond Painting for Kids

Join us after school at the library for a fun, craft activity. We will be doing diamond painting, which offers skill-building that goes
beyond most simple craft projects. Along with developing fine motor skills, diamond painting teaches the art of concentration
and perseverance and enhances children’s focus and patience. Each child will be making a small coaster and all supplies are
provided.

Ages 5+ No registration necessary.




Support our Local Businesses

This Spot
Available

WINE & MORE
370 St. Croix Trail S i Find U(Sjﬁ,t
ckyswineandmore.com
Lakeland, MN 55043 B At
(651) 436-9991 info@luckyswineandmore.com

Tim Newton
Owner/Agent
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> INSURANCE

651-505-9188
651-428-2119

tim@northtechinsurance.com

www.northtechinsurance.com

178 St. Croix Trail N
Lakeland, MN 55043

AL’S AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION

General Auto Repair
16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)
Lakeland, MN

(651) 436-7620 www.alsautotrans.com
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HIGH QUALITY CBD & HEMP DERIUED PRODUCTS

e i X @
CANOPY oiiiims,
177 Saint Croix Trail South
Lakeland Shores, MN 55043
612-999-7655
®
Edward Jones

Mernber SIPC

We get to know you first, then
figure out how to help you reach
your goals.

Joshua B Campbell

Financial Advisor

Lakeland, MN 55043

651-505-9951

MKT-58940-A AECSPAD

edwardjones.com

This Spot
Availahle

currentrestaurant.com

aftonhouseinn.com

SWIRL:

WINE CLUB ® SHOP ® BAR
swirlmywine.com

RESERVATIONS 651-436-8883 OR INFO@AFTONHOUSEINN.COM

stcroixrivercruises.com

Ta Maria laqueri e

360 St. Croix Trail South
Lakeland, MN

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services. Statements expressed here-

in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland




City Council Contact Information

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us 651) 436-4430
Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430
Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430
Council Member Canaan Martin cmartin@cityoflakeland.us or at 651-436-4430

Council Member Erika Rivers (651) 436-4430 erivers@cityoflakeland.us

County and State Contact Information

Washington County Commissioner Bethany Cox (651) 430-6213

MN Rep Wayne Johnson - (651) 296-4244 rep.wayne.johnson@house.mn.gov
MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form

MN Governor Tim Walz : (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov

U.S. Senator Tina Smith: (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov

This publication can be viewed in color @ ci.lakeland.mn.us

Printed on recycled paper by River Valley Printing

Postal Patron

1KY

Contact Us
City of Lakeland
(651) 436-4430
city@ci.lakeland.mn.us

Public Works Department
(651) 436-8044

Public Works
Cell Phone
(218) 491-3575

Building Department
Rum River Construction

Consultants Inc
763-331-7722
Permit forms available at
www.ci.lakeland.mn.us

Burning Permits
651-436-7033

Non-Emergency Contacts
Sheriff: (651) 439-9381

Fire: (651) 436-7033

Animal Control:
(715) 220-1332
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