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Sign up to receive email updates on 
environmental services and events by 
visiting WashCoRecycles.com/Subscribe.

Click on “Notify Me” and subscribe to the 
Environmental eUpdate.

Stay in the know. 
Subscribe today!

Scan to 
subscribe!

Collecting Food Scraps
Getting Started is Easy

Find a container to collect food scraps.
Pick up free BPI Certified compostable bags at  
a Washington County food scraps drop-off site.

1

Start collecting food scraps at home. 
Line your container with a compostable bag and 
fill it with food scraps and other accepted items.

2

Bring bagged food scraps to a drop-off site. 
Bring your filled compostable bag to a free drop-off site.  
Pick up another free bag while you are there.

3

Drop-off Locations
Environmental Center
4039 Cottage Grove Dr. | Woodbury

Mahtomedi
800 Stillwater Rd. | Mahtomedi

See page 13 for hours.

See page 6 for hours. Open 24/7.

Northern Yard Waste Site
5527 170th St. N. | Hugo

Food Scraps Pickup Program
Ramsey and Washington counties are working together  
to bring food scraps pickup services to all residents,  
with rollout beginning in 2023. 

Learn more: FoodScrapsPickup.com or call 651-661-9393.

Scan for a full list 
of accepted and not 

accepted items.

Items Accepted
Fruits and vegetables

Meat, fish, and bones

Dairy products

Eggs and eggshells

Bread, pasta, beans, and rice 

Nuts and shells

Coffee grounds

Moldy or rotten food

Questions? Give us a call.  
651-275-7475
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Recycling at Home

These items cause problems in the recycling process because they get tangled in  
equipment, can harm workers, or have no end markets to make them into new materials. 

Empty and rinse.

Metal
Food and Beverage Cans

Empty and rinse.

Cartons

Paper and Cardboard
Magazines, Newspaper, Mail, and Boxes

Empty and flatten.

Glass
Bottles and Jars

Empty and rinse.

Bottles and Containers
Plastics

Empty and rinse.

NO plastic bags or wraps
Bring to the Environmental Center or  

a retail drop-off location (page 6). 

NO tanglers
No cords, string lights, or wire hangers.  

Bring to the Environmental Center (page 6).

NO shredded paper
Bring already shredded paper to the 

Environmental Center (page 6) in a paper bag 
stapled shut or see page 9 for shredding events.  

NO electronics
Bring to the Environmental Center (page 6).

NO batteries
Bring to the Environmental Center (page 6).

NO propane or fuel tanks
Bring to the Environmental Center (page 6).

Keep These Items Out of Your Recycling Bin

Looking for something not listed here? 
Check out the new Disposal Directory!

WashCoRecycles.com/Disposal

These are general guidelines. Some haulers may accept different recyclables.  
Please follow directions from your city or recycling hauler. 

Items Accepted

! Place recyclables loose (not bagged) in the recycling cart or recycling dumpster.
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Environmental Center

Open to residents of Washington, Anoka, Carver,  
Chisago, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, and Scott counties.  
Proof of county residency, such as a driver’s license, is required.

Follow drop-off procedures listed at:                 
WashCoRecycles.com/EnviroCenter

Items Accepted

Home Improvement
•	 Paints, stains, varnishes,  

and preservatives

•	 Paint removers, strippers,  
and thinners

Dried up latex paint is safe  
to put in the trash.

Auto and Recreation
•	 Antifreeze

•	 Motor oil and filters

•	 Propane tanks

•	 Vehicle batteries  
(No hybrid batteries)

Household Items
•	 Household cleaners

•	 Aerosol cans

•	 Fluorescent bulbs

•	 Mercury thermometers  
and thermostats

•	 All batteries (No EV batteries)

•	 Vaping devices and e-liquids

Yard and Garden
•	 Insect, roach, and ant killers

•	 Fertilizers and pesticides

•	 Weed killers

Hazardous Materials

•	 Never mix chemicals.

•	 Label products that are not in their original container. 

•	 Seal containers tightly to prevent leaks.

•	 Arrange containers upright in a single layer.

•	 Place clear packing tape on terminals of non-alkaline 
batteries to prevent fires.

•	 Bundle fluorescent tubes with rubber bands. Do not tape. 

•	 Transport items in a cardboard box or plastic tote.  
No plastic bags.

•	 Oil, gas, and antifreeze containers (5 gallon or less) can be 
returned for reuse.

Tips for Safe Transport

Tuesday		  11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Thursday	 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Friday	 	 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Saturday		 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Closed: New Year’s Day, Juneteenth, 
Independence Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving, Friday after  
Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day.

Hours

4039 Cottage Grove Dr.
Woodbury, MN 55129 651-275-7475

Recyclables
•	 Bottles, cans, cartons, and plastics •	 Paper and cardboard (Flatten boxes)

Scan to learn 
more about the 
Environmental 

Center.

Additional Items
•	 Cords, string lights, and wire hangers

•	 Household scrap metal

•	 Plastic signs

•	 Plastic bags and wrap (Clean and dry)

•	 Place in a sturdy container with the cap 
screwed on

•	 Label container “SHARPS” 
Household Sharps

When you arrive, inform staff that you have sharps for disposal.

Electronics
•	 TVs, DVD players, and VCRs

•	 Items with rechargeable batteries

•	 Phones, cell phones,  
and fax machines

•	 Computers, monitors,  
and accessories

•	 Microwaves
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Environmental Center 2023 Collection Events

Customers able to sort and process materials on their own can  
skip the drive lane and visit the self-serve recycling station for: 

•	 Scrap steel

•	 Scrap aluminum

•	 Mixed recycling

•	 Cardboard/paper

•	 Food scraps 

Please follow all onsite signage and continue to bring items to  
the drive lane when self-serve containers are closed or absent. 
Break down scrap metal to its component parts removing plastic  
and other nonmetal items.

Self-serve Recycling

Washington County is excited to partner with the 
Recycling Association of Minnesota to sell discounted 
compost bins and rain barrels to Washington 
County residents. After discount, Home Composter 
compost bins are $56 and Rain Catcher rain barrels 
are $70. Pre-ordered items must be picked-up at the 
Environmental Center within 90 days of purchase.  
Learn more: WashCoRecycles.com/Barrels

Compost Bins and Rain Barrels

Scan to  
order online!

April 19
May 24

June 21
August 2

September 27
November 8

Documents will be shredded on-site by 
Shred Right and recycled. CDs, floppy 
disks, and other media will be accepted 
for off-site destruction. These events are 
free and open to residents and businesses. 
Limit: 6 boxes weighing no more than  
30 lbs each.

Shredding Events (Wednesdays 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.)
Environmental Center | 4039 Cottage Grove Dr. | Woodbury, MN

Shredding events are very popular, please expect long wait times or consider 
attending a one-day collection event.

Scan to view event 
details and how to 
prepare materials 

for drop-off.

Scan to  
learn more.

The one stop shop for all of your DIY 
projects. Look for items such as latex and 
oil paints, household cleaners, automotive 
supplies, and much more. 

Free Product Room

Mahtomedi: April 22 	
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
8100 75th St. N.

Forest Lake: May 6 | June 3 | September 9 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
19987 Fitzgerald Tr. N. 
Enter from Headwaters Pkwy and Forest Rd. N.

Stillwater: May 20 | September 23 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
1208 S. Greeley St.

One-Day Collection Events (Saturdays)
Household hazardous waste and electronics only. No recyclables or business waste.

Document shredding will be available at 
all events. All documents will be shredded 
on-site and recycled. No more than 4 
boxes per customer will be accepted. 
Shredding capacity is limited and may be 
reached before the end of the event. 

The Free Product Tent will be available at 
all events. Shop for blended latex paint, 
household cleaners, automotive supplies, 
and much more.

Scan to view event 
details and how to 
prepare materials 

for drop-off.
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Furniture and Bulky Items

These sites offer self-haul options for  
bulky items. Some of these companies may 
recycle items, rather than dispose of them.

Contact sites directly for details.

Contact your hauler for availability  
of curbside collection of bulky items.

J and J Recycling | St. Paul
607 Barge Channel Rd. | 651-227-4457

Recycling and Energy Center | Newport
100 Red Rock Rd. | 651-768-6670

Forest Lake Sanitation/SRC | Wyoming
6320 Viking Blvd. E. | 651-462-1099

J.R.’s Adv. Recyclers | Inver Grove Heights
10619 Briggs Dr. | 651-454-9215

Second Chance Recycling | Minneapolis
1179 15th Ave. SE. | 612-332-0664 (Ext 4)

Fra-Dor | Little Canada
3101 Country Dr. | 651-484-8180

Keith Krupenny and Son | St. Paul
565 Barge Channel Rd. | 651-457-3680

Twin City Refuse and Recycling | St. Paul
318 W. Water St. | 651-227-1549

Walters Recycling and Refuse | Blaine
10191 Xylite St. NE. | 763-780-8464

Waste Management | St. Paul
309 Como Ave. | 651-487-8546

Appliances Carpet Concrete Construction/
Demolition Furniture Scrap MetalMattresses Tires Treated Wood
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Search the new Disposal Directory 
to find out how to recycle or 
dispose of almost anything!
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Yard Waste

Search the Disposal Directory to find more drop-off 
locations: WashCoRecycles.com/Disposal

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Quarantine
To prevent the spread of EAB, please dispose of all  
tree waste at a yard waste site in Washington County. 

Learn more: www.mda.state.mn.us/eab

Medication
Residents can dispose of their unused and expired 
medications at year-round drop boxes.
Learn more: www.co.washington.mn.us/meds

•	 Drop-off is anonymous (no ID required)

•	 No need to cross off your name

•	 Keep medications in original container

•	 If you don’t have the original container, 
place in small bag

Preparing for Drop-Off

Drop Box Locations
Cottage Grove Washington County Service Center
13000 Ravine Pkwy. S.

Forest Lake Washington County Service Center
19955 Forest Rd. N.

Hugo Hugo City Hall
14669 Fitzgerald Ave. N.

Mahtomedi Wildwood Library
763 Stillwater Rd.

Stillwater Sheriff’s Office Main Lobby
15015 62nd St. N.

Woodbury Woodbury Service Center
2150 Radio Dr.

Medication from businesses is 
NOT accepted. 

•	 No needles, used EpiPens, syringes,  
lancets, or thermometers

•	 No liquid chemotherapy drugs

•	 No vaping devices or e-liquids

Take items listed above to the 
Environmental Center. See page 6 for 
location and hours.

Items Accepted Items NOT Accepted
Household prescription, over-the-counter, 
and pet medication.

Pills and capsules

Blister packs

Creams and gels

Unused EpiPens

Inhalers and patches

Liquids, powders, and sprays

It is illegal to put yard, garden, or tree waste into 
the garbage. Bring yard waste to a designated  
drop-off site in Washington County.

Northern Yard Waste Site
5527 170th St. N. | 651-275-7475

Washington County Site 
Open to all county residents.

Cottage Grove Rumpca Companies Inc.
9600 Glendenning Rd. | 651-459-1556

Denmark Township Gertens RES
12119 70th St. S. | 651-458-4412

Privately-Owned Sites 
Open to all county residents.

Forest Lake
20001 Forest Blvd. N. | 651-464-3550

Marine on St. Croix
17201 St. Croix Trl. | 651-433-3636

Newport
1100 Bailey Rd. | 651-459-5677

City-Owned Sites 
Open to city residents only.

Wednesday	 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. (or dusk)

Friday	 	 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Saturday		 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Sunday	 	 12 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Summer Hours: April - November

Winter Hours: December - March
Saturday		 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
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Additional Resources

Check out educational activities and lessons on waste, recycling, 
composting, and other environmental topics available on our 
website. Activities are suitable for a variety of age groups and 
settings, and can be enjoyed at home. 

Educational Resources

Scan to  
find resources!

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer 
among nonsmokers. You can’t see, smell, 
or taste radon, but it could be present at a 
dangerous level in your home.

Free radon test kits are available to Washington 
County residents for pick-up at locations across 
the county.

Free Radon Kits

Scan for your 
free radon kit! Scan to  

learn more!

All trash generated by individuals and businesses 
in Ramsey and Washington County is delivered 
to the R&E Center, where waste is processed to 
recover recyclables and make fuel for electricity 

production. Tours highlight how the facility works, 
how waste is managed in the East Metro, and 

how to better reduce, reuse, and recycle.

R&E Center Tours

Scan to  
schedule a tour!

Portable recycling containers are available to borrow for 
collecting mixed recycling such as bottles and cans at 
gatherings like graduation parties, family reunions, block 
parties, and similar events. Bags are included. 

Recycling Container Loan

Go to WashCoRecycles.com/EventRecycling 
and scroll to “Recycling Container Loan”.

Fill out and submit the online reservation form.

You will receive an email reply notifying you if the 
containers are available for the time you want.

Pick up the containers at the site chosen.

No Space for Waste.
Food: Too Good to Waste

Scan to learn how 
to reduce food 

waste in your home.

Save money, energy, and natural resources by reusing. 
Before disposing of an item, consider repairing, 
donating, or selling the item to extend its life.  
Consider purchasing items secondhand before 
purchasing new.  
 
Find resources to reduce, reuse, and repair at 
WashCoRecycles.com/Reuse.

Reduce Waste

Scan to 
learn more!

Batteries can cause fires when they 
end up in the trash or recycling.

Drop off used batteries at the Environmental Center. 
WashCoRecycles.com/Batteries
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