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Event Schedule 

 
Planning Commis-

sion Meeting 
 

February 3, 2026 
 
 

Recycling  

February 11, 2026 

 

City Council Meeting  

February 17, 2026 

6:30 PM  

 

City Offices closed  

February 16, 2026 

Presidents Day 

 

Recycling  

February 25 2026  

 

 
 

 

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting 

on Tuesday, January 20, at the Afton-Lakeland School Library. 

Key City Council meeting agenda items included the following: 

2025 Financial Audit – The City Council discussed the 

need to retain a qualified firm to conduct an audit of the 

City’s 2025 revenues and expenses. Such an audit is re-

quired by state statute. Two qualified firms have been con-

tacted requesting a proposal to assist the City with this audit. 

The City Council and staff plan to review proposals received and retain a firm at its February 

City Council meeting. It is anticipated the audit would then be completed by June of this 

year.          

 

Request for Qualifications for an Architect - Planning of the New City Hall – The City 

Council directed SEH, the City’s Engineering partner, at its December meeting to develop a 

draft RFP to retain an architect to assist the City with the planning and design of a new City 

Hall.  The draft RFP was presented by SEH staff at the meeting and the City Council provid-

ed review comments. The tentative schedule is to finalize the RFQ in February, receive pro-

posals in March, and retain an architect in April to begin the formal planning process for the 

new City Hall. In the interim, the City Council will consider forming a Citizens’ Advisory Com-

mittee to provide input during the planning and design process.                             

 

Planning Commission – To date, the Planning Commission (PC) has held two organiza-

tional meetings. The Planning Commission will hold one additional organizational meeting in 

February and begin to meet regularly in March on the first Tuesday of each month. The City 

Council continued to discuss the role of the planning commission, the issues for it to ad-

dress, and its priorities. There was consensus the initial focus of the Planning Commission 

should be to work with Lakeland businesses to improve communications with the City and to 

update respective conditional use permits.           

  

Water Rate Study – The City staff, SEH, and PeopleService (water utility operator) are col-

laborating to develop a multi-year capital improvements plan (CIP) with an associated budg-

et for the City of Lakeland Water Utility. The CIP is a critical input to conducting a water rate 

study. The goal of the study will be to identify customer rates adequate to pay for the fore-

casted capital and operating costs for the potable water system today and into the future.            

  

Facilities Assessment and Condition – The City Council discussed the current condition 

of the City’s office spaces and associated water utility buildings. With an anticipated 

timeframe of 18 to 24 months before a new City Hall can be planned, designed, and con-

structed, there is an interest in evaluating opportunities to upgrade and optimize the use of 

the current buildings.  As a result, the City Council formed an ad hoc committee to consider 

retaining a firm to conduct a facilities assessment and develop recommendations for the full 

City Council to consider.          

Robert Craggs - Mayor      
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Three Spots Left to  

Become A Newsletter 

Sponsor 

Our sponsors help defray 

the costs of the printing and 

distributing of the City of 

Lakeland’s monthly  

Newsletter that help keep our residents and the likes 

in the know of important local events, activities and 

related.  Your sponsorship comes with a featured 

spot in our monthly newsletter which is distributed to 

local residents, businesses and other interested par-

ties.  In addition, all of our newsletters are available 

on the city website.   

If you are interested in becoming a featured sponsor 

in the monthly newsletter, please call 

651-436-4430 or email city@ci.lakeland.mn.us for 

more information. 

Recycling Tip for February:  

Random Metal Items 

 Includes hangers, pots & pans, pipes and auto parts. 

 Yes it gets Recycled!: Metals 
Metal  can be recycled over and over again without wearing out. 

• Sneaky Contaminants 

 Anything plastic! Look out for candy wrappers, produce stickers, 

twist ties, straws, plastic labels, packaged foods, fast food packaging, 
packaging not labeled with BPI label or any traditionally accepted recy-
cling items. 

 Cut Flowers Remove ribbons, rubber bands, plastic sleeves, pack-

ets of floral food and other non-vegetative materials. 

AARP Tax Assistance 

Since 1973, Community Thread has proudly partnered with the 
AARP Tax-Aide Foundation to provide free income tax filing for 
low- to moderate-income taxpayers. This long-standing service 
reflects our commitment to supporting neighbors with trusted, 
accessible financial assistance.  

2026 Tax-Aide Appointments 

Appointments can be made beginning January 12, 2026 at 

9am. For your convenience, we suggest calling Wednes-
days – Fridays as the appointment line is not as busy on 
these days. Appointments will begin on February 3.  

 State Tax Returns 

State filing and payment deadlines vary and are not always 
the same as the federal filing deadline. Some states auto-
matically accept a federal Form 4868 extension, other 
states have extended their tax filing dates – taxpayers 
should check their state tax agency for more information. 

No tax records are stored at Community Thread at any 
time during or after the tax filing period has ended. 

Be Safe – Be Seen! 
Be reminded that there is danger in the dark – the biggest 
being vehicle drivers who don’t expect you or can’t see 
you.  Wearing reflective clothing is a good defense against 
invisibility, but you need to be sure the reflective area are 
large enough and are exposed from all angles 
Only your life depends on it. Night walking means taking 

extra care that cars see you. For the best safety, your en-

tire outline should be reflective and you should carry a light 

or wear a flasher.  

 

Winter Trash Can Reminder Please remember to 

remove trash and recycling cans from the roadside 

as soon as possible after they have been emptied. 

The cans do not need to be left in the street the 

arms on the trucks reach out 12’  

 

This allows the 

snow plows to 

clean your 

street!  
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As Minnesota prepares for a cold, snowy winter, MPCA urges 

smart salting practices:  

Snow and ice have finally arrived in much of Minnesota, and that brings the 

winter chore of clearing pavement — sometimes with salt. But when the snow 

melts or it rains, salt, which contains chloride, runs into storm drains and into 

nearby lakes, rivers, and groundwater. Salt is commonly over-applied, send-

ing too much chloride into our waterways and wreaking havoc for fish and 

other wildlife. Minnesotans can stay safe while doing their part this winter by 

minimizing salt use and using other tools to get the job done. 

In a typical winter, we scatter approximately 404,000 tons of chloride-

containing salt on our paved surfaces across Minnesota. Not only does salt 

damage our infrastructure and plants, but it is also harmful to our waters. 

When the snow melts or it rains, salt runs into storm drains and into nearby 

lakes, rivers, and groundwater. Salt is commonly over-applied, sending too 

much chloride into our waterways and wreaking havoc for fish and other wild-

life. In fact, some waterways have so much chloride, they have been added to 

the state’s impaired waters list. 

Here are some salting tips that will reduce the amount of pollution that ends up in our lakes and rivers: 

Shovel and scrape. The more snow and ice you remove, the less salt is needed to be effective. Watch this video about tools, 

techniques, and products that you can use to keep your driveways and sidewalks safe while protecting our waters. And make 

sure to take breaks and don’t overexert yourself. 

Know what you’re buying. There are no labeling requirements for deicer packaging. Beware of labeling claims such as 

”environmentally friendly” or “pet friendly” because no testing of deicers has been done to prove they are safe or will work in all 

conditions. It is the buyer's responsibility to fully research products and make decisions accordingly, so don’t waste your money 

on something that won’t work. 

Temperatures below 15°F are too cold for salt. Most salts stop working at this temperature. Use sand for traction instead, but 

remember that sand does not melt ice. 

Use the right amount. That crunch from sidewalk salt under your feet does not signify safety. People often think using more salt 

means more melting and safer conditions, but this is not true. Around 12 ounces — enough to fill a coffee mug — effectively 

treats a 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares (about 1,000 square feet). Aim to apply salt evenly and use only in critical are-

as. Using more than the recommended is simply a waste, costing you money. 

Sweep up visible salt on dry surfaces. Leftover salt is no longer doing any work and will just be washed away into local waters. 

You can keep it to reuse later, saving you money. When the correct of salt amount is used, there should not be any visible salt 

left behind. 

Wear proper footwear. Wear shoes or boots with good traction and pay attention to where you are walking, avoiding icy spots, if 

possible. Take it slow and give yourself extra time to get where you’re going. 

There are many ways to provide safe winter conditions and minimize impacts to the environment. The MPCA offers Smart Salt-

ing trainings for winter maintenance professionals, property managers, and others on how to provide safe surfaces in winter and 

minimize harmful environmental impacts. Those who hire professionals to manage snow and ice in winter should hire a trained 

and certified Smart-Salting contractor. The MPCA list of certified Smart Salters can be found on the MPCA’s Smart Salting train-

ing webpage. 
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Valley Library Events and Important Dates 

Library Closure Dates: Monday February 16, 2026 for Presidents’ Day 

Please note: Extended Access users can access Valley Library on the closure dates 

Did you know that the Washington County Library Winter Reads program runs through Feb-
ruary 28th? WCL encourages you to submit a written review in person inside the library or 
online any time to win an instant prize. Share multiple reviews to increase your chances of 
winning a grand prize in March. All submitted reviews are on display in the Valley Library 
window - stop by to see what the Valley Library Community is reading. For more information 
search “Winter Reads” at washcolib.org. 

Valley Library Extended Access registration is open for any Library cardholder with a Library 
card registered with Washington County ages 16+. Go to https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access to learn more and to reg-
ister online. 

For Adults: On Saturday February 7 11:00-12:30 Valley Library will present a hands-on fiber arts experience, Handspun Yarn 
Workshop, taught by an artist from The Textile Center. Register today to learn how to blend fibers using hand carding tools, 
draft a spinnable batt of fiber and spin fiber into a finished mini skein. Go to https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15850182 to reg-
ister.  

Join us Saturday February 21 11:00-1:00 for Let’s Make Stuff: Polymer Clay Magnets. A Washington County Library staff 
member will teach you how to work with polymer clay to design and make your own set of magnets. This class is for those ages 
16 and up. Register today at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/16044715  

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4
th
 Thursday of each month. This book club meets in person in the 

Valley Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday February 26th meeting is The Celebrants by Steven 
Rowley. Physical copies of this month’s selection are available to borrow at the Valley branch during regularly staffed hours.  

 

The annual Washington County Library Write in Our Midst Author Series continues in February with author Ellie Palmer who 
will discuss her books Anywhere with You and Four Weekends and a Funeral at the Oakdale Library on Saturday February 7 
2:00-3:00. The final opportunity to hear an author based in Minnesota will be on Tuesday February 10 6:00-7:00 at the Lake 
Elmo branch where Ken Kerns will discuss his book, Anything but Frank: A Journey of Healing, Patience, and Rediscovery. 
Registration is not required but is encouraged. Go to washcolib.org and use search term “midst” for more information. 

AARP Free Tax Assistance will be offered by appointment only through April 13th at the Washington County Service Center in 
Cottage Grove. Register by calling the Park Grove Library at 651-459-2040. Learn more at https://washcolib.libcal.com/
event/15983565  

 

Register today to Learn to Spot and Avoid Today’s Most Common Scams on Friday February 20th 1:00-2:00 at the RH Staf-
ford branch in Woodbury. Go to https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15599224 to reserve your spot. 

Do you need help with a technology issue? Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on one help with a Valley Library staff 
member. Technology help is offered on the third Thursday of every month. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605  

 

For Kids: Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime—Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each week 
we'll read stories and sing songs that focus on strengthening early literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together as 
we sing, talk, read, write, and play ...at storytime! This storytime is for children of all ages and their caregivers. 

Monday, February 9th  10:30-11:00  Music and Movement Storytime: Join us for a special storytime featuring music and 
creative movement! This storytime is great for practicing gross motor skills, listening skills, and social skills – all while having 
fun. 

Thursday, February 12th  6:00 pm  Pajama Storytime: Join Miss Teresa and Little Bear on the second Thursday each month 
for a special evening storytime. Come in your pajamas and bring your favorite blanket or stuffie for stories and songs that sup-
port early literacy development and learning. 

Thursday, February 12
th

   2:30-4:00   After School Activity:  Card Making: Join us after school at the library for a fun activi-
ty.  This month we will be making cards for Valentine’s Day and any other special event that you want to celebrate! All supplies 
are provided. This is a drop-in program and no registration is necessary. 

https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15850182
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/16044715
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15983565
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15983565
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15599224
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605
https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605


O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-436-7033 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430 

Council Member Canaan Martin cmartin@cityoflakeland.us or at 651-436-4430 

Council Member Erika Rivers (651) 436-4430 erivers@cityoflakeland.us 

 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Bethany Cox (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Wayne Johnson -  (651) 296-4244   rep.wayne.johnson@house.mn.gov  

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

 

 

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by Minute Man Press 


