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Event Schedule

Recycling
December 4, 2024

Truth in Taxation

December 17, 2024
6:00 PM

City Council Meeting

December 17, 2024
6:00 PM

Recycling
December 18, 2024

Holiday Closings

City Hall Closed for
Christmas
December 24, &
December 25, 2024

City Hall Closed for

New Year’s Day
January 1, 2025

Recycling
January 2, 2025

Don James, a long-time City of Lakeland resident and Lakeland’s representative to the Lower
St. Croix Valley (LSCV) Fire District recently passed away. Don and his humble commitment to
service will be missed. Our condolences to Mary James and his family.

Congratulations to Erika Rivers and Geri Wagner on their election to the Lakeland City Council.
They will begin their new terms in January 2025.

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 19. Key
City Council meeting agenda items addressed included the following:

LSCV Fire Department - Representatives from the LSCV Fire Department presented an
overview of the Relief Association’s retirement benefits offered to firefighters. The Relief As-
sociation requested an increase in the per year of service benefit level based on Minnesota
state statute requirements. The City Council approved a resolution to increase this important
benefit.

Cannabis Ordinance - Minnesota law was amended in 2023 and 2024 to legalize adult-use
cannabis and establish a regulatory framework allowing local governments to use zoning
tools to regulate such businesses within their jurisdiction. Beginning January 1, 2025, the
Minnesota Office of Cannabis Management will begin to issue licenses for such businesses.
Lakeland staff, with assistance from our zoning and legal partners, have been researching
requirements and developing a draft ordinance for consideration by the City Council. The
draft ordinance addresses such items as the number of available cannabis retailer licenses,
cannabis cultivation permit requirements, local registration authority, permitted areas for
these activities, and enforcement mechanisms. Feedback was provided by the City Council
to staff on a draft ordinance and a public hearing on a revised ordinance is scheduled for
Tuesday, December 17.

PFAS Study Grant Application - The City Council discussed a proposal drafted by SEH,
our engineering services partner, to submit a grant application on behalf of the Lakeland
Water Utility to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for funding to study PFAS, a poten-
tial groundwater contaminant. With increased concerns by all East Metro communities con-
cerning PFAS, the City Council agreed to submit the proposed grant application to pursue
funding to study treatment options. Currently, PFAS has not been detected in the City’s
wells supporting our water system at levels above drinking water health standards.
Walkway on the City Beach—The City Council discussed the potential to design and con-
struct a walkway at the beach to facilitate access to the picnic benches and grills. The Coun-
cil supports the concept, and staff will gather more information on material costs and funding
options.

Resident Input - With upcoming changes to the City Council and the beginning of the new
year, the City Council is interested in gathering additional input from residents on key issues
and concerns, such as City Hall Options, Planning Commission, and others. Potential ap-
proaches include a resident survey and/or establishing citizen advisory committees. More
discussion is planned at the December City Council meeting.

Robert Craggs - Mayor




-

Election Results

Mayor (Lakeland)

Nonpartisan Robert Craggs843 96.79%

WRITE-IN 28 3.21%

Council Member at Large (Lakeland) (Elect 2)

Nonpartisan Erika Rivers 414 27.11%

Nonpartisan James Riley 313 20.50%

Nonpartisan Taylor P Vaillancourt 337
22.07%

Nonpartisan Geri Wagner 439 28.75%

WRITE-IN 24 1.57%

A Special Thank you to all of the dedicated and

hardworking Election Judges

Truth in Taxation set for December 17, 2024

Cities with populations that exceed 500 people
are required to hold a public meeting providing
for public input prior to adopting the final tax
levy. On December 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at City
Hall the city will conduct the Truth in Taxation
meeting to discuss the 2025 Budget and Prop-
erty Tax Levy. Public input is encouraged. If
you are unable to attend the meeting you may
send written comments to City of Lakeland, PO
Box 321, Lakeland, MN 55043-0321 or email to
city@ci.lakeland.mn.us.

Reminder - It is time to take down the yard

signs.
State Statute: 211B.045 NONCOMMERCIAL

SIGNS EXEMPTION.

All noncommercial signs of any size may be post-
ed in any number beginning 46 days before the
state primary in a state general election year until
ten days following the state general election. Mu-
nicipal ordinances may regulate the size and num-
ber of noncommercial signs at other times.

USPS Postal Corner

The upcoming Holiday Season ==
brings extra cheer—and a few
helpful tips—from the Lakeland

Post Office!
As the Holiday Season draws near, UNITED STATES
the Lakeland Post Office is gearing POSTAL SERVICE »

up for one of its busiest times of

the year. Between packages

bound for distant loved ones and Holiday cards full of cheer,
USPS customers have plenty to look forward to—and a few
things to keep in mind. Here’s how the Lakeland Post Office is
helping make the 2024 Holiday Season one to remember.

Tips for Holiday Mailing

It’s best to mail Holiday cards and packages as early as
possible to avoid the rush. Key dates include:

December 18: Last day for USPS Ground Advantage ship-
ping

December 18: Last day for First-Class Mail
December 19: Last day for Priority Mail shipping

December 21: Last day for Priority Mail Express shipping
(overnight)

Did You Know?

Packages destined to Alaska or Hawaii travel over 3,000 miles
from Minnesota to arrive at their destinations. Despite the long
journey, USPS keeps up with the Holiday rush to make sure
every qift arrives on time.

Over a billion holiday cards are expected to go through the
USPS this year. It’s a tradition that keeps people connected in
ways that emails or texts just can’t replace.

The first Holiday-themed stamp was issued in 1962. Stop by
the Lakeland Post Office to check out this year’s selection of
Holiday stamps, perfect for adding a festive touch to your mail!

The Lakeland Post Office staff is more than happy to guide
each customer through the holiday mailing process to ensure a
smooth and efficient transaction. Whether you have questions
about international shipping options or if you need advice on
the best way to ship a fragile item, we are always ready to lend
a helping hand.

Happy Holidays from Amy, Annie, Brian, Eric, Jason, Logan,
and Savannah at the Lakeland Post Office!




Please joinus af the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire station for

Pancake Breakfast with Santa
Sunday, December 1, 2024
§am-Noon

1560 . Croix Trail South
ke St. Croix Beach

Come and enjoy all-you-can-eat pancakes, sausage, juice, milk and
coffee! Santa will be visting during the breakfast for photo opportunties.

Free will offering! Bring your food donation of non-perishable food items
fo help stock the local food shelves. Let's do our part to help others!

Lakeland Public Works and Water Utility:

Winter Has Arrived...

Please be aware of the
following policies and
regulations: Between
November 1 and March
31, no motor vehicle is
to be left standing or
parked on the streets of
the City during the
hours of 1:00 a.m. and
6:00 a.m.

p

SNOWPLO Ws

NEED ROOM TO GROOM

Do not place garbage cans/recycling containers on the
street edge while streets are being plowed. Remove the
cans containers as soon as possible after pickup. Do
not push snow across any street or highway.

Do not park on any street in the City during a snow re-
moval period defined as 48 hours after each snowfall.
Vehicles illegally parked in violation of the provisions
may be removed and citations issued.

Please remember to keep the hydrant in your
yard cleared of show in the event of a fire

Combating the Winter Blues

The days are getting shorter and the temperature is starting to get
colder. With these changes, the winter season often brings a feeling of
sadness to millions around the world. In children and adults, it is very
common to feel a change in mood and energy levels during the winter
months. In addition, chilly temperatures often mean staying inside
and swaying from regular schedules. And, if done frequently, can neg-
atively affect mental health.

Our Counseling & Therapy team have come up with some helpful tips
to combat the "Winter Blues":

Exercise: Keeping active is very important. If you can brave the out-
doors to get your daily 60 minutes of movement that is even better!

Eat Healthy: A balanced diet is key in keeping a healthy body, and
that affects the mind! Be sure to stay away from sweets, and choose
fruits or vegetables.

Stay Social: Attending school, work, and social obligations can seem
like a pain on frigid winter days, but getting out of the house, convers-
ing with peers, and staying active can help to combat depression.

Open Up: Talk to your partner, family, or friends about how you are

handling the winter and feelings you are having. They may be feeling

the same way and you can help each
other work through it.

. 651-489-4840 | familymeans.org
1875 Northwestern Ave S
: Stillwater MN, 55082
FamilyMeans Hwater

BETTER IS POSSIBLE

Commercial and Residential Invited:

What: Annual Fire Extinguisher Re-
charging

Where: Lower St Croix Valley Fire De-
partment

When: Tuesday, December 3 from
9:00 am to Noon

By: Bill Becker Fire & Safety

Cost: Varies and Paid directly to
Vendor




_Valley Library Events and Important Dates

Library Closures: December 25th in observance of Christmas Day, January 1% for New Year’s Day, Valley Library
open 2:00-5:00pm:, December 24th Christmas Eve, December 31% New Year’s Eve

Did you know that Washington County Libraries needs your help to determine the success of the Valley Library Ex-
tended Access pilot program? The pilot program continues in December — your feedback will help Washington County
Library accurately consider the Extended Access needs of the Valley Library community . As a refresher: This pilot
program will grant a limited number of Washington County Library cardholders access to the Valley Library 7 days a
week from 6:00am to 10:00pm. You can learn more about the Extended Access pilot program, including how to apply
to participate, at https://www.washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access

The Valley Library Art Cart is available whenever the library is open. We provide the supplies and you provide the cre-
ativity!
The Valley Library Community Table Top jigsaw puzzle has returned. Stop by to help us complete the latest puzzle!

For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4™ Thursday of every month PLEASE NOTE
THE CHANGE OF DATE TO ACCOMMODATE FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. This book club meets in per-
son in the Valley Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday December 5th meeting is “Under the
Wide and Starry Sky” by Nancy Horan. Copies are available to borrow at the Valley branch.

Thursday December 5" 5:00-7:00pm — Washington County Library, in conjunction with Washington County Career-
Force is offering an in-person Career Fair at the Oakdale Library. Meet employers and learn more about their compa-
nies and job offerings. Register online at https://www.careerforcemn.com/events/677314/career-fair

For Kids: NO STORYTIME DECEMBER 23%° AND DECEMBER 30™

Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am Storytime

Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each week we'll read stories and sing songs that
focus on strengthening early literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together as we sing, talk, read, write, and
play ...at storytime! This storytime is for children of all ages and their caregivers.

Monday, December 9th 10:30-11:00 Music and Movement Storytime
Join us for a special storytime featuring music and creative movement! This storytime is great for practicing gross mo-
tor skills, listening skills, and social skills — all while having fun.

Monday December 30™ 11:00-2:00pm Join us for a Winter Break Craft Extravaganza! You'll have the opportunity to
create several different craft options at this drop-in program. Ages 3+

Saturday, December 21st 11:00-1:00 Kid Builders
Come to the Library and see what you can build with your creative ideas & engineering skills! Drop in anytime be-
tween 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to build with LEGO, Magna-Tiles, and more. No registration required Ages 3+

December 9" through December 14th Monthly STEM Challenge

Stop by Valley Library during the week of December 9™ — 14th and try our monthly STEM challenge! All supplies are
provided, and there will be a clipboard to log your results. Ages 5+

Ongoing: Scavenger Hunt — December Theme: Winter Birds in Minnesota Find images throughout the library and win
a prize.

Christmas tree disposal:

Maroney’s will accept 1 tree per household for no charge. If you have
more than 1 tree, additional trees are charged $5 per tree. Please cut
trees over 6 feet tall in half.



https://www.washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access
https://www.careerforcemn.com/events/677314/career-fair

Support our Local Businesses

Tim Newton
Owner/Agent

L 651-505-9188
] 651-428-2119

=R tim@northtechinsurance.com

% www.northtechinsurance.com
178 St. Croix Trail N

Lakeland, MN 55043
ORTHTECH £ in)

INSURANCE

WINE & MIORE

3708t Croix Trail § |~ FindUsAc
ckyswineandmore.com
Lakeland, MN 55043 AL
(651) 436-9991 info@luckyswineandmore.com

This Spot
Available

R AL’S AUTOMATIC

.ya TRANSMISSION
b N
R

T General Auto Repair

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)
Lakeland, MN

(651) 436-7620 www.alsautotrans.com

Plumbing Heating & Air
Licensed bonded & Ins

Office

Lakeland, MN
651-343-0459
Nichole@ValleyPha.com

PC 791281 MB 791281

Valley Plumbing
Heating & Air

RIVER VALLEY

P R I N T I N G

Cell: 612-865-0529

Serving your commercial printing and
promotional product needs since 1995.

FREPPERT

OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS LLC]|

LANDSCAPE & TREE WORK

Bradley Freppert © serving Wi and MN

owner/Estiriator ©) freppertoutdoorsolutions@outiook.com
® 763.349.3270 (o)
® 763.607.4116 (c)

This Spot
Available

Edward Jones

We get to know you first, then
figure out how to help you reach
your goals.

Joshua B Campbell

Financial Advisor

Lakeland, MN 55043

651-505-9951

MKT-58940-A AECSPAD

Mernber SIPC

edwardjones.com

HIGH QUALITY CBD & HEMP DERIVED PRODUCTS

E=EEN &
c www.GreenCanopyMl\’l‘.::?%
ANOPY

177 Saint Croix Trail South
Lakeland Shores, MN 55043
612-999-7655

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services. Statements expressed here-

in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland




City Council Contact Information

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us 651) 436-4430

Councilmember Doug Sand dsands@cityoflakeland.us (651) 436-4430
Councilmember Mike Thron: mthron@ci.lakeland.mn.us or (651) 436-4430

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-

4430

Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-

4430

County and State Contact Information
Washington County Commissioner Gary Kriesel: (651) 430-6213

MN Rep Mark Wiens - (651) 296-4244
email:rep.mark.wiens@house.mn.gov

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form

MN Governor Tim Walz : (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us
U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631
betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov
U.S. Senator Tina Smith: (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov

This publication can be viewed in color @ ci.lakeland.mn.us

Printed on recycled paper by River Valley Printing

Postal Patron

city of

LAKX

ON THE ST. CROIX

Contact Us
City of Lakeland
(651) 436-4430
city@ci.lakeland.mn.us

Public Works Department
(651) 436-8044

Public Works
Cell Phone
(218) 491-3575

Building Department
Rum River Construction

Consultants Inc
763-331-7722
Permit forms available at
www.ci.lakeland.mn.us

Burning Permits
651-248-5103

Non-Emergency Contacts
Sheriff: (651) 439-9381

Fire: (651) 436-7033

Animal Control:
(715) 220-1332
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