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Event Schedule 
 

Recycling 
 

August 14, 2024 
 
 

Special Council  
Meeting 

 
August 15, 2024 

6:00 PM 
City Hall workshop to 

follow  
 
 
 
 

City Council Meeting 
 

August 20, 2024 
6:00 PM 

  
 
 

Recycling 
 

August 28, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 

It is important that 
you call to locate  
utilities BEFORE 

YOU DIG – call Go-
pher State One at  
1-800-252-1166 or  

651-454-0002  

 

 

I am writing this update as your new Mayor. I was elected by the City Council at our June meeting to 

complete Mayor Joe Paiement’s term. Mayor Paiement has moved from the City and, on behalf of the 

City Council and residents, I wanted to thank him for his service on the City Council and as Mayor. 

Some of the key items addressed at our July meeting included the following: 

Zoning Complaint Policy and Procedures – The City Council unanimously passed an update of this 

policy to clarify several issues including compliance period timeframes, types of communications with 

the property owner, and how to address intermittent compliance.       

Water Rate Study – Customer base water rates have not been adjusted since 2020.  Because labor 

and materials costs have increased due to inflation, the City Council has directed Kristin Hoheisel, City 

Financial Manager, to work with People Service Inc., contract water provider, to conduct a cost-of- ser-

vice study to determine if a rate increase is needed to cover increasing costs. The City Council will re-

view the results of this study before considering any rate increase.         

Comprehensive Plan – The 2040 Comprehensive Plan has been resubmitted to the Metropolitan 

Council for final approval. This planning process has taken multiple months with several resubmittals 

and the City Council is eager to receive final approval. This document provides the City’s future vision 

related to land use, transportation, and water management.        

Vacant City Council Position – With the resignation of Mayor Paiement and my election to complete 

his term, the City Council forwarded a postcard to all residents inquiring about interest in filling this va-

cant position through the end of the calendar year.  The City received letters of interest from four candi-

dates. Three of these candidates attended the meeting and were provided an opportunity to introduce 

themselves and share their reasons for their interest. The City Council agreed to review the information 

gathered and select a candidate for the vacant position at a Special City Council meeting scheduled for 

August 15th. Upon reaching a consensus, a candidate will be appointed to the City Council as part of 

this upcoming meeting.      

City Clerk Evaluation Process – The City Council unanimously agreed at its June meeting to direct 

the Personnel Committee to work with ABDO Solutions to conduct an independent evaluation of the 

City Clerk’s performance. An update was provided on the review process which is now underway.  This 

process  includes gathering feedback from the City Council, staff, and our contract vendors. The results 

of this review will be provided to the City Council in August.                  

 City Hall Options – Following the August 15th Special City Council meeting, the City Council has 

scheduled a workshop to discuss potential City Hall options to further evaluate.  Over approximately the 

last two years, the Council has considered several options including rehabilitating the current City Hall, 

leasing commercial space, and building a new City hall. The purpose of this workshop is to revisit these 

options, determine what additional information and analysis is needed, and identify opportunities to 

gather more feedback from residents. 

Robert Craggs 
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Valley Library Events and Important Dates 
 
Did you know your last chance to submit your Washington County 
Library Summer Activity Program game card is August 17th? 
Washington County Library celebrates everyone - Kids, Teens, and 
Adults – and we have prizes for each age group. Use the Search 
term “summer” at washcolib.org for more information. 
 
For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on 
the 4

th
 Thursday of every month. This book club meets in person in 

the Valley Library conference room but a Microsoft Teams link can 
be provided for those who wish to join virtually. The title selection 
for the Thursday August 22nd meeting is “Plainsong” by Kent 
Haruf. Copies are available to borrow at the Valley branch. 

For Kids:  Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  Join us at 
10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each week 
we'll read stories and sing songs that focus on strengthening early 
literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together as we 
sing, talk, read, write, and play ...at storytime! This storytime is for 
children of all ages and their caregivers. 

Monday, August 5
th

 and 19th   1:00-2:30   Brick Buddies Join us 
to build with LEGO, DUPLO, and Magna-Tiles. Test your skills with 
a monthly building challenge - bring your imagination, and we will 
supply the materials!  Ages 3 and up. 

Thursday, August 8th   4:00-6:00   Ages 10+  Registration Re-
quired   DIY Teen – Sew Your Own Pizza Pillow  Come and learn 
how to sew with felt and make your own pizza pillow!  

Saturday, August 10
th

  11:30-12:30  Ages 5+  Summer STEM – 
Engineering Day Join us for fun and learning as you try some en-
gineering challenges. 

Wednesday, August 14
th

 – Summer Readers Book Club  11:00-
12:00     Did you have a favorite book you read this summer? 
Come and share about it the Summer Readers Book Club. Have a 
snack, make a display and enjoy talking about books! Ages 5+ 

Saturday, August 17
th

   Bill the Juggler 11:00-12:00  All ages 
Join us at Valley Library for a fun and entertaining performance by 
Bill the Juggler. Years ago, young Bill decided he Join us at Valley 
Library for a fun and entertaining performance by Bill the Juggler. 
Years ago, young Bill decided he wanted to learn to juggle, so he 
read lots of books about juggling and he practiced! Today, Bill 
shows off his impressive skills with a little help from the audience in 
this zany comedy juggling act! This program is funded with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 

Saturday, August 17
th

   End of Summer Party    Celebrate the 
end of the Summer Learning Program with an all-day party! There 
will be games, crafts and Book Bingo. Turn in your Summer Lean-
ing program game card (if you haven’t already) and earn a prize. 
The highlight of the day will be Bill the Juggler’s performance at 
11:00. 

Tuesday, August 20th   2:30-4:00   Tween and Teen Craft Camp   
Ages 10+ This month’s craft project – Pom-pom coasters 

Thursday, August 29
th

  2:30-4:00  Drop-In Seed Art program   
All ages Try your hand creating some seed art. All supplies provid-
ed.  Ongoing: Scavenger Hunt – August Theme:  Great Minnesota 
Get-together! Find images throughout the library and win a prize.  

 

2024 Elections Information  
In Minnesota, you can register to vote online, 
by mail, by, or in person on the election day!  
Primary Election Tuesday, August 13, 2024  
General Election Tuesday, November 5, 
2024  
The City of Lakeland local election will include 
the following municipal offices:  
Mayor (2-year term) 2025-2026 Council 
Member (4-year term) 2025—2028 
Council Member (4-year term) 2025—2028  
 
This year’s elections offers several leadership 
opportunities in our small town. Do you have 
the time and strong work ethic to get the job 
done? What would be your goals for your 
elected position? Running for office takes per-
sonal sacrifice and extracts a toll not only on 
you, but also on your family and close sup-
porters. Any resident of the City of Lakeland, 
at least aged 18, passion-ate about our com-
munity may consider filing for Candidacy. 
Running for local office could give you a 
chance to make a difference. If your aim is to 
become a public servant. Contact the City 
Clerk at City Hall to file an Affidavit of Candi-
dacy and submit a filing fee at 651.436.4430 
or city@ci.lakeland.mn.us  
 
The 2-week filing period is from Tuesday, 
July 30 through Tuesday, August 13.  
Primary Election is August 13th  
 
If you are interested in serving as an election 
judge you must be eligible to vote in Minneso-
ta and be able to read, write and speak Eng-
lish (M.S. 204B.19).  
You may contact Washington County at elec-
tionjudge@co.washington.mn.us or 651-430-
6175 if you would like to help serve  
 
Thank you for your consideration to serve 
your community!  
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Food Scraps Collection 

Twenty percent of our trash is wasted food. There’s a better option 

to manage this waste. Collect your food scraps for composting. In 

six months, the food scraps will become finished compost at an 

industrial compost facility. The finished compost is used in gardens, 

landscaping and construction projects. It can help soil hold more 

water and nutrients, support more living organisms, help control 

erosion and stormwater runoff, and much more. Get started today. 

Residents can bring their food scraps to a Washington County col-

lection site for composting. A new option, food scraps pickup is now 

available to select communities in Washington County.   

 
To all Lakeland Water Utility Customers:  

The credit card processing company migrat-

ed to a new processer, and a notice went out 

for anyone enrolled in Autopay (via credit 

card payment method only) that they would 

need to de-enroll and re-enroll for autopay at 

www.peopleservice.com  

Lakeland Public Utility:  

The City of Lakeland has recently published the 

annual Consumer Confidence Report that is re-

quired by the Minnesota Health Department. The 

report is on our website. We will also print it for 

you upon request. Please feel free to contact us 

with any questions concerning the quality of our 

water.  

 

 

July Building Permits 

   Address    Permit 

16240 3rd Street North,  Plumbing 

557 Quant Avenue North Building 

16120 6th Street North Siding 

16630 7th Street North Mechanical Permit 

16253 2nd Street North Mechanical Permit 

1450 Rivercrest Road North Roof  

1450 Rivercrest Road North Siding 

211 Quant Avenue North Roof  

The City of Lakeland would like 

to say Thank you to   Diane 

Wirth and Nancy Millard for 

stepping up and helping out 

with the gardens at the city 

parks. Your dedication to Lake-

land is appreciated. 

Package Theft:  
Unfortunately, a common trend lately seems to be a suspect 
finds a UPS truck and follows it while it drops off packages 
and proceeds to steal the packages after the UPS truck 
leaves.  
Some options you might want to consider when having a 
package delivered to your house are having your package 
sent to your office instead of your home, or to a neighbor’s 
house who you know will be home.  
Amazon also offers the ability to have things shipped to Ama-
zon lockers. Security cameras are also a good idea. A visible 
camera placed facing the front of your home could be enough 
to deter a criminal from stealing your package.  
In the event that you do have a package stolen here are 
some next steps you can take. Look for your package. This 
may seem like common sense but sometimes delivery drivers 
hide pack-ages in discreet spots, such as the back porch or 
in a bush, to help try to avoid package thefts. If you still can’t 
find it, contact the seller. Some-times things get busy and it is 
possible that the package has not been shipped yet, even 
though  
the delivery tracking says it has. If your package is still miss-
ing, contact the delivery company. If the delivery company 
can’t help you track it down, they should be able to help you 
start an insurance claim for the package. Also, it is a good 
idea to contact the sheriff’s office to make a report.  
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 Belwin Events: 
 
On August 17 and 18, Belwin Conservancy will 
host our fifth annual Music in the Trees. This 
two-day outdoor musical event features a di-
verse array of musicians performing from 
perches high up in a stand of red pines at  
Belwin’s Education Site. 
Throughout the event, a variety of musicians 
will take turns performing from two separate 
stands. Audiences are welcome to set up a 
chair and listen at one stand in particular, or 
move between the trees to hear as much mu-
sic as possible. Each day will end with an ac-
cessible performance from The Sampson Bros 
on the ground level. 

 

Music in the Trees - Day 1 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
BELWIN EDUCATION SITE 

NEW THIS YEAR: This will be a ticketed 
event with advanced reservations. Sliding 
scale cost: $10, $20, $35 per car. 

BUY TICKETS Saturday, August 17 

BUY TICKETS Sunday, August 18 

A diverse group of instrumentalists and vocal-
ists will perform from up in the trees at this 
two-day outdoor event. Musicians will take the 
"stage" in deer stands in a red pine grove that 
Belwin is actively working to restore to a more 
native, sustainable woodland. Each day of 
Music in the Trees will feature a different set 
of performers, with a fully accessible, interac-
tive performance by Indigenous hoop danc-
ers The Sampson Bros at the end of each 
day. A full roster of performers for both days 
can be found here. Please Note: No dogs or 
alcohol allowed at this event or any other Bel-
win event.  

Music in the Trees—Day 2  
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
BELWIN EDUCATION SITE 

 

Back to School:  

Please be reminded of the 30 mile per hour speed limit 

on city streets unless otherwise posted and drive espe-

cially carefully through the neighborhoods now that 

school will be in session soon. Be mindful of children 

crossing streets, walking and biking to school and 

boarding and exiting buses. Slow down through the 

roundabouts where visibility is reduced—reduce your 

speed accordingly and proceed with caution. Remember 

all drivers must stop when school bus lights are flashing. 

Keep our children safe!  

Afton-Lakeland Elementary School classes begin Sep-

tember 3rd, 2024.  

https://ticketstripe.com/music-in-the-trees-2024-day-1
https://ticketstripe.com/music-in-the-trees-2024-day-2
https://sampsonbrosarts.com/home
https://belwin.org/the-2024-music-in-the-trees-lineup/


O’Connell Family Funeral 

Homes & Cremation Services 
Licensed in Wi & MN 

Razor’s Edge 

Barbers 

Root’s Salon 

(612) 840-0242 

Sandy & Dean 

Master Barbers 

(651) 436-7707 

Dena, Trisha & Crystal 

Color & Design Specialists 

Shannon 

Facials, Hair/Makeup Artist 

River Valley Printing 
(651) 998-1312 

98 St. Croix Trail N. Lakeland, MN 

Serving your commercial printing, wedding invitations, 

promotional product and graphic design needs 

Now offering digital printing! 

 

 

Support our Local Businesses 

 

 

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services.  Statements expressed here-
in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland 

Al’s Automatic  

Transmission 

General Auto Repair 

(651) 436-7620 

16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)  

Lakeland, MN 

www.alsautotrans.com 

 

 

 

 



Contact Us 

City of Lakeland  

(651) 436-4430 

city@ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Public Works Department 

(651) 436-8044 

 

Public Works 

Cell Phone 

(218) 491-3575 

 

Building Department 

Rum River Construction   

Consultants Inc 

763-331-7722 

Permit forms available at 

www.ci.lakeland.mn.us 

 

Burning Permits  

651-248-5103 

 

Non-Emergency Contacts 

Sheriff: (651) 439-9381 

Fire: (651) 436-7033 

 

Animal Control:  

(715) 220-1332 

Postal Patron 

 

City Council Contact Information 

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us  651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Doug Sand  dsands@cityoflakeland.us (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember Mike Thron: mthron@ci.lakeland.mn.us or (651) 436-4430 

Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us  or (651) 436-

4430 

County and State Contact Information 
 

Washington County Commissioner Gary Kriesel: (651) 430-6213 

MN Rep Mark Wiens  -  (651) 296-4244   
email:rep.mark.wiens@house.mn.gov     

MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form 

MN Governor Tim Walz :  (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us 

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631  

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov 

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith:  (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov  

This publication can be viewed in color  @ ci.lakeland.mn.us 

Printed on recycled paper by River Valley Printing 


