LAKELAND NEWS

Volume 55 Issue 4 April 2026

The City Council held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tues-
day, March 17, at the Afton-Lakeland School Library. Key City Council

Event Schedule meeting agenda items included the following: U d f h
. . Afton-Lakeland PTA Carnival Donation -The Afton-Lakeland ; p ate 1 t :
MM Elementary School Carnival (Carnival) is scheduled for May 2n, ] : MAYOR
wg This annual community event provides many families in the Lower ]
. St. Croix Valley with a day of fun, games, and concessions. A rep-
April 7, 2026 resentative from the Afton-Lakeland PTA requested a donation of
6:30 PM $2,000 to support the Carnival. The City Council approved this re-

quest to be donated from the City’s collected charitable gambling proceeds as allowed by Minnesota
Law. The City has supported this community event for several years.

Recycling

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for an Architect — An RFQ to retain an architect to assist the City
April 8, 2026 with the planning and design of a new City Hall was forwarded to a shortlist of pre-qualified firms.
Firms’ qualifications are due to the City by March 26". Following receipt of firms’ qualifications, a com-
mittee composed of staff and two City Council members will conduct an initial review and make recom-
mendations. The City Council anticipates awarding a contract at its April 21°' City Council meeting.

City Council Meeting
April 21, 2026

2050 Comprehensive Plan (Plan) — A representative from the Metropolitan Council (Met Council)
virtually attended the City Council meeting and presented background information on the new Small
Communities Planning Program (Planning Program). The Planning Program provides direct assistance
to qualifying cities, including Lakeland, to collect data/information and draft the Plan with input from the
community. The City’s primary responsibility under this new program would be to form a work group
representative of the community to collaborate with the Met Council to complete the Plan. A consen-
sus of the City Council expressed interest in entering into a memorandum of understanding with the
Met Council to use this Program to develop its 2050 Plan. The Met Council staff will follow up with the

Recycling City in the next 60 days.

6:30 PM

Apri| 22 2026 Lower St. Croix Valley Fire District (LSCVFD) Relief Association Benefits — Representatives of
the LSCVFD requested approval of a new vesting schedule reducing the timeframe for vesting from 10
to 5 years for the relief (retirement) fund. The purpose of the proposed change is to provide additional
incentives to retain firefighters. After discussion and clarification from the LSCVFD representatives, the
City Council approved a resolution supporting the change.

2026 Street Maintenance — SEH, the City’s Engineering partner, requested authorization to proceed
with the bidding of the 6 Street North project from Quixote Avenue to Quinlan Avenue. The Council
approved the request to move forward with bidding for the project. An Open house for residents on 6"
Street North to discuss the project is tentatively scheduled for March 31.

Citizens’ Advisory Committee - The City Council previously agreed to appoint a Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee (CAC) to provide input during the planning and design process for the new City Hall. Lakeland resi-
dents and business owners interested in participating in the planning process are encouraged to submit an
e-mail to the City of Lakeland at city@ci.lakeland.mn.us. Please highlight your interest in the project and
why you would be a good fit for the CAC. The City Council plans to appoint members to the CAC at its April
21% City Council meeting.

Robert Craggs - Mayor



mailto:city@ci.lakeland.mn.us

From the Desk of Public Works: Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity?

If you have a culvert under your driveway it is | | The City of Lakeland is searching for a Resident Volun-
the responsibility of the homeowner to keep teer for the LSCV Fire Board

it cleared so that the drainage works proper-
ly.

Like most cities in the metro area, Lakeland ob- 651-436-4430
tains its hot mix asphalt patch from the City of St
Paul’'s asphalt plant. St. Paul's asphalt plant
needs the overnight temperatures to stay above
35 degrees for 5 consecutive nights be-fore they
can resume operations. The City of Lakeland’s
contracted street maintenance company, Tri
County, will be active on Lakeland streets filling
pot-holes at the first opportunity. We appreciate
your patience as we work through these chal-
lenges.

Hydrant flushing and valve exercising will begin
in mid to late April, weather permitting. A formal
notice will be posted prior to this activity on Lake-
land’s website and posting boards. With less wa-
ter volume flowing through the pipes over winter,
it al-lows for natural minerals and sediment with-
in our water to settle at the bottom of the water
mains. As spring approaches and water con-
sumption increases, more volume going through
the pipes creates that sediment to stir up into the
water: do not be alarmed. Simply run your faucet
until the color of the water returns to normal. The
purpose of flushing the fire hydrants allows for
this sedimentation and discoloration to be re-
moved on a large scale. Again, we appreciate
your patience as we allow for the right conditions
to develop in order to successfully achieve this
routine maintenance item.

- Contact City Offices if interested for more information

Our Spring Flood Outlook has been updated and post-ed
to the NWS Twin Cities Website, and is included here:
NWS Twin Cities 2026 Spring Flood Outlook

We continue to see little if any snowpack over most of the
upper Midwest this season.and with only minor rain or
snow expected through the next week, we will need much
above normal precipitation through April to cause any sig-
nificant flooding. There is currently no strong signal either
way for precipitation in the long range out-looks. The main
components of the outlook are as follows:

Lack of snowpack will continue to be the most im-portant
factor in Spring flood potential being lower than a typical
year.

With Earth Day fast approaching on April 22nd it is a great time to Join our FREE
look at ways to reduce, reuse and recycle every day. You can live community event!
like every day is Earth Day by maximizing your recycling efforts,
reducing what you acquire and reusing what you can. Recycling
benefits our economy, saves energy and protects our environ- 8“@“%2&‘2“;*:::&:&3:%8“
ment. Just because something cannot be recycled in your urbside -

bin does not mean you cannot recycle it. Items like batteries and
plastic bags can be brought to drop off locations to be recycled.
Visit www.rethinkrecycling.com




Shredding Events Yard Waste Drop Off Sites
Free paper shredding
events are held at the
Environmental Centers
throughout the year.

Open to Washington
County residents and
business only.

Proof of residency required.
Limit: 6 boxes weighing no more than 30 Ibs.

Washington County Northern Yard Waste Site - The
Northern Yard Waste Site is free and open to Washing-
ton county residents. Accepted items include leaves,
grass, brush and tree waste. Location

Summer Hours (April - November) 5527 170th St. N.
Wednesdays 11am - 7pm Hugo, MN 55038 Friday &
Saturday 8am - 4:30pm Sunday Noon - 4:30pm

each. ) ) Winter Hours (December - March)
Documents are shredded on site by Shred Right

and recycled. Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

No other material drop off accepted at shredding

event. Privately owned Sites (open to everyone)

2026 Shredding Events: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Cottage Grove: Rumpca Companies Inc. | 651 - 459 -

North Environmental Center 1556

gggg;‘eadwatefs Pkwy., Forest Lake, MN Denmark Township: Gertens - RES | 651 - 458 - 4412

Thursday, May 14 Ramsey County Yard Waste Collection Sites Through a

Thursday, July 23 new reciprocal use agreement with Ramsey County,

Thursday, November 5 Washington County residents may use the Arden Hills,
Battle Creek, Frank & Sims and White Bear Township

South Environmental Center collection sites for free.

4039 Cottage Grove Drive, Woodbury, MN

55129 Visit recyclesearch.com/wcdd (search “yard waste”) for

Wednesday, April 22 site hours and locations.

Wednesday, June 24

Wednesday, September 9 Curbside Pick-up Some waste haulers pick-up yard

waste at the curb. Contact your hauler for details.

Vouth Service Bbroau‘s We’re excited to announce YSB’S 10th Annual, Luminara
_ Gala, taking place on April 16th, 2026 at The Madison in
] l 1!\ /\ R Ai Cottage Grove, MN. Since 1977, the Youth Service Bureau
- ~ (YSB) has been committed to supporting youth and families
ihining o tght on Oighte gutnes 0 \Washington County and surrounding communities, provid-
ing them with the resources they need to overcome life’s
challenges.

You're invited to an evening filled with fun, community, and impact—enjoy interactive games, an online si-
lent auction, a delicious buffet dinner, and a meaningful program celebrating the work we do together.

Get your tickets at https://one.bidpal.net/ysbgala2026/ticketing , we can’t wait to see you there!




Valley Library and Washington County Library Events and Important Dates

Library Closure Dates: Wednesday April 22nd for Staff Training

Please note: Extended Access users can access Valley Library on the closure date \N?ashington
Did you know Washington County Library is part of MELSA, a larger, cooperative Library —_— Ounty

group which includes every metro library system? MELSA enables a variety of different pro-

grams and features you may already be using, including but not limited to, the eCatalog on

the Libby app. MELSA also coordinates the Club Book Series. This series brings authors to LI B RA RY
libraries around the Twin Cities in the Spring and Fall every year. More information can be

found at www.clubbook.org

Valley Library Extended Access registration is open for any Library cardholder with a Library
card registered with Washington County ages 16+. Go to https://washcolib.org/551/Extended-Access to learn more and to reg-
ister online.

The Park Grove Library in Cottage Grove is closed until spring 2027 for a complete redesign and remodel. A temporary library
offering basic library services is open at the Cottage Grove Service Center. Learn more at https://
www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3769/Park-Grove-Library-Project

For Adults: The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-6:00pm on the 4™ Thursday of each month. This book club meets in per-
son in the Valley Library Conference Room. The title selection for the Thursday April 23rd meeting is The Women by Kristin
Hannah. Physical copies of this month’s selection are available to borrow from the Valley branch during regularly staffed hours.

The Spring Club Book Series comes to Washington County Library on Thursday April 16" 6:30-7:30 at the RH Stafford Library
in Woodbury. Author Sara Hashem will discuss her romantasy series The Scorched Throne and her latest book Where No
Shadow Stays.

Register today for an online program Succession Planning for Digital Assets on Monday April 27 6:00-7:30pm. Learn more
and register at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15727308

AARP Free Tax Assistance will be offered by appointment only through April 13" at the Cottage Grove Service Center. Learn
more at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15983565

Register today to learn what to do in the case of Identity Theft. A seminar at the RH Stafford Library called Dealing with Identity
Theft will be held at 1:00pm on Friday April 24. Register today at https://washcolib.libcal.com/event/15599282

Do you need help with a technology issue? Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on one help with a Valley Library staff
member. Technology help is offered on the third Thursday of every month. Registration is required. https://
washcolib.libcal.com/event/13745605

For Kids: Mondays 10:30-11:00 am Storytime Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays for Storytime at Valley Library. Each week
we'll read stories and sing songs that focus on strengthening early literacy skills. Meet new friends and spend time together as
we sing, talk, read, write, and play ...at storytime! This storytime is for children of all ages and their caregivers.

Thursday, April 9th 6:00 pm Pajama Storytime Join Miss Teresa and Little Bear on the second Thursday each month for a
special evening storytime. Come in your pajamas and bring your favorite blanket or stuffie for stories and songs that support
early literacy development and learning.

Saturday, April 18th 11:00-1:00 Introduction to Ojibwe Beading Work with an Ojibwe artist to learn how to create a begin-
ner-friendly beading project from start to finish. Participants may choose to make loop earrings or a loop necklace. This class is
intergenerational. Ages 10+ Registration is required.

Thursday, April 16th 2:30-4:00 pm After School Adventures: Mock Caldecott Award Join us after school for an engaging
program that will help students to appreciate the artistry of picture books. You will learn about the Caldecott Award for picture
books and then you will get to vote for your own award winners! Art supplies will be available to make your own illustrations.
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Support our Local Businesses

This Spot
B WINE & MORE
n“a I Ia h I e 370 St. Croix Trail S . Find U(sj::]t
Lakeland, MN 55043 ckyswineandmore.com

Email At
(651) 436-9991 info@luckyswineandmore.com

>3 AL’S AUTOMATIC

(NS TRANSMISSION
currentre/sE\ujﬁnt.com aftonhouseinn.com 1..""{“‘ ') General Auto Repair
SW- R I-}g 16283 8th St. N (Frontage Rd.)
\ I — Lakeland, MN
grcr]}ées.com Wlsr:;uc'lLr;J‘l;\:nggpchR www.alsautotrans.com
RESERVATIONS 651-436-8883 OR INFO@AFTONHOUSEINN.COM (651 ) 436-7620

ﬁt G2EEN 2

C CANOPY 7
CRAFT DISPENSARY
NOW SERVING

HIGH-POTENCY THC PRODUCTS

QUESTONS? 177 Saint Croix TrailS, ORDER ONLINE
(651)-337-2661 Lakeland Shores, MN GreenCanopyMN.com

® = = -

Edward Jones e | & FamilyMeans
BETTER IS POSSIBLE

We get to know you first, then
figure out how to help you reach Caregiving & Aging Counseling & Therapy
your goals. Coaching | Respite | Support Outpatient Clinics | School-Based
Joshua B Campbell Financial Solutions Youth Development
Financial Advisor Debt Management | Counseling Cimarron | Landfall

Lakeland, MN 55043

eRlsUos el 651-439-4840 | FamilyMeans.org
MKT-58940-A AECSPAD edwardjones.com

This Spot
Availahle

Ja Maria uerm T

360 St. Croix Trail South
Lakeland, MN

The City does not endorse or make recommendations for services. Statements expressed here-

in do not necessarily state or reflect those of the City Lakeland




City Council Contact Information

Mayor Robert Craggs rcraggs@cityoflakeland.us 651) 436-4430
Councilmember David Millard dmillard@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430
Councilmember Geri Wagner gwagner@cityoflakeland.us or (651) 436-4430
Council Member Canaan Martin cmartin@cityoflakeland.us or at 651-436-4430

Council Member Erika Rivers (651) 436-4430 erivers@cityoflakeland.us

County and State Contact Information

Washington County Commissioner Bethany Cox (651) 430-6213

MN Rep Wayne Johnson - (651) 296-4244 rep.wayne.johnson@house.mn.gov
MN Senator Judy Seeberger: (651) 297-8060—email: email form

MN Governor Tim Walz : (651-201-3400) tim.walz@state.mn.us

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum: (202) 225-6631

betty.mccollum@mail.house.gov

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar: (612) 727-5220 klobuchar@senate.gov

U.S. Senator Tina Smith: (202) 224-5641 smith.senate.gov

This publication can be viewed in color @ ci.lakeland.mn.us

Printed on recycled paper by Minute Man Press

Postal Patron
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Contact Us
City of Lakeland
(651) 436-4430
city@ci.lakeland.mn.us

Public Works Department
(651) 436-8044

Public Works
Cell Phone
(218) 491-3575

Building Department
Rum River Construction

Consultants Inc
763-331-7722
Permit forms available at
www.ci.lakeland.mn.us

Burning Permits
651-436-7033

Non-Emergency Contacts
Sheriff: (651) 439-9381

Fire: (651) 436-7033

Animal Control:
(715) 220-1332
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